
Phonics at Charter Primary School 2019-2020 

Phonics is integral to early reading and plays a vital role in the teaching of English at Charter Primary 

School. As a school we follow the Letters and Sounds National Strategy, supported by the actions 

from Jolly Phonics. This provides the children with a fun, hands on, creative and active approach to 

learning the grapheme phoneme correspondence needed to become fluent and confident readers.  

Above all, our children will love to read. 

Teaching of Phonics in EYFS to Year2 

All children have explicit phonics sessions daily for 20-30 minutes. The groups are taken by both 

Teachers and Teaching assistants with the Class Teacher having responsibility for planning, 

overseeing and monitoring. Opportunities for lesson studies and Key-Stage observations of phonic 

teaching will be provided to all staff to ensure high quality, well-paced lessons that are fun and 

engaging for all children. 

Teaching of phonics will be practical, engaging and interactive for all learners built on a systematic 

and synthetic approach. All teachers will have high expectations of their children’s phonic 

development and will nurture a love of reading for all.  

Reading Books 

Reading books will be matched specifically to the children’s stage in phonic knowledge. They will link 

closely with Letters and Sounds and will provide children with the opportunities to apply the 

phonemes they have learned so far on their phonic journey. All children will have the opportunity to 

read and re-read books that match the GPC they know so far. Alongside phonics books, children will 

also take home an additional reading book. These will have familiar Oxford Reading Tree characters 

in and will include key words, tricky words and some words that are not decodable and not 

necessarily linked with the particular phonics phase they are working within. These are books that 

they can enjoy reading with the support of an adult to aid book talk, story sequencing and narrative 

features.   

In order to develop a love of reading, children will take home 2 library books a week to read with 

their families at home enabling children to enjoy a wide range of stories, poems, rhymes and non-

fiction.  

EYFS 

In EYFS, all children are taught Phase 1 Letters and Sounds on entry to reception. This is to ensure 

that the children’s listening skills are developed to a level where they can tune into sounds heard. 

For example; activities will include listening to a range of sounds and distinguishing differences 

between animal noises, instruments or body percussion etc.   

Children in EYFS will then move through Phase 2 and 3 letter sets of Letters and Sounds in-line with 

the Charter Phonics Progression map. The children are put in fluid groups according to ability to 

apply new sounds taught. The class teacher will identify any children who need additional recap or 

over-learning by delivering daily high-quality, pacey intervention in order for those children to catch 

up and remain on track. This will sometimes be delivered one to one or in small groups.  

To support children’s reading ability, every child will be read with twice a week in school. These 1:1 

reading sessions will include the reading of sentences, phrases and words linked to the current 

Letters and Sounds Phase that the individual is currently working within.  



Year 1 

In Year 1, children have daily 20-30mins phonic sessions. Children are taught in fluid groups 

according to ability and speed of exposure. On entry to Year 1 all children will revisit and review 

Phase 3 Letters and Sounds and move rapidly through Phase 4 in order to continue a smooth and yet 

steady pace on leaving the Early Years Foundation Stage. The class teacher will identify any children 

who need additional support and will intervene rapidly to ensure that the progression is continuous 

for all children.  

All children will be read with every week one to one with an adult in the class including the class 

teacher. 

Year 2 

In Year 2, the children will begin by reviewing Phase 5 Letters and Sounds, making sure that they 

have secured the alternative graphemes for previous sounds and will then move through Phase 6. 

The Year 2 high frequency words will be taught as per the Phonic Progression Map.  

Year 3 

Children have phonics sessions delivered according to their stage in Letters and Sounds in the form 

of intervention by class teachers.  

Charter Rose Centre - CRC 

Children in York Class follow the Phonics Progression Map at a phase that is appropriate to the needs 

of the individual. Sessions are approximately 15 minutes and are delivered 1:1 by a teacher or TA. 

Class teacher plans and monitors outcomes and impact for children. TA’s have the opportunities to 

observe the class teacher deliver high quality phonics to ensure consistency and appropriate pace 

and pitch. Class teacher will work with all pupils across the week.  

Planning and Assessment 

All planning follows a revisit, review, teach, practise approach and is planned by the class teacher. All 

teachers will continue to assess their children in their groups and their whole class, reviewing 

current progress frequently. Assessment will be observation based and evidence will be clear in 

children’s writing and reading. Phonic records will be kept using the Letters and Sounds assessment 

grids. A copy will be given to English/ Phonic Subject Leader at the end of each term. (6x year) Each 

class has a phonics assessment file where phonics records are kept.  

Masters are kept on the school system – Staff – Phonics – Assessment. 

All Year 1 Children will undertake the National Phonics Screening Test.  

Children who did not meet the expected standard will re-sit it in Year 2. The test will be carried out 

by the Year 1 teacher.  


