
Wednesday 10th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents,  

We appreciate that these are very unusual times that we all find ourselves in and you will be 

making decisions on whether to send your child back to school. We have always 

endeavoured to keep you as well informed as possible and have some more information on 

what the class structure will look like should you have chosen to send your child back. 

Please be aware that these are based on the most up to date guidance at the time and are 

subject to change should any more government recommendations be released. 

Our primary focus is to ensure that your children are as safe as possible when they are in 

school. As I am sure you will appreciate, we will not be able to maintain a 2m social distance 

for our 5 and 6 year olds but have put measures in place to ensure that each pod has as 

much space as possible.  

What is the school routine going to be like for my child? 

Parents (one from each family) will line up with their child from 9:15 am at a clearly sign 

posted point located at the entrance to the Charter Rose playground. There will be two lines 

clearly marked, one for each Rainbow Class pod. You will know in advance which pod your 

child will be in. It will be crucial that you as parents respect the 2m distance rule when lining 

up. You will pick up from this point too at 2.45pm. Please note collection is 1.15pm for all 

children every Wednesday.  

Mrs Unwin and I will run a pod in the Y1 classroom with support from a TA and Mrs 

MacInnes will run a pod in Ping’s Den with support from a TA . We will collect our pod 

members one by one and they will be shown where to go. When entering the Charter Rose 

playground, your child will go and find their allocated bright spot. We will begin our day 

with some fun, musical, wake and shake songs and dancing. During the wake and shake 

activity, Mrs Unwin/Mrs Bowater and Mrs MacInnes will be taking children to use the toilet 

and wash their hands thoroughly one pod at a time. Regular toilet trips will be taken 

throughout the whole school day.  Please be aware that if your child has a toileting accident 

and needs cleaning, we will need to call you and you will need to come and collect your 

child. In order to limit the items brought in from home, they will not be able to bring spare 

clothes in and will also not be able to give them spare clothes to change into.  

Please note that the only items your child is able to bring to school is a coat, sun hat, a 

water bottle and a lunch box, if you are not using the school packed lunch service provided. 

School lunches need to be ordered online. Snacks are not to be brought in to school.  

Water bottles will be accessible all day but will be kept separate from others to ensure that 

they do not accidently share anyone else’s! Please note that we will not be using cups or our 

water fountain in school so named water bottles are essential. Classroom adults will ensure 

that water bottles are topped up frequently. 



Year 1 will have break time play on the Charter Rose playground or the huff and puff zone if 

in Ping’s den. Break time will be 10.45 – 11.00 and lunchtime will be 12.15 – 1.15pm  

 

What will my child do during the day? 

As an Outdoor Learning school, we aim to maximise this as part of the curriculum on the 

children’s return. We will be outside, in our separate pods, for as much of the day as 

possible. We are looking forward to providing outdoor learning days with your children. 

Your child will not need to bring puddle suits, changes of clothes or any additional items. 

Therefore, it is vital that clothing is appropriate for getting messy and will need to wear a 

different clean set of clothes every day. We will be allocating painting aprons to individuals 

and these will be washed at the end of every school day.  

As we will be outside where we can, it is crucial that every child has an all day, water 

resistance sun cream applied every day before school. Children cannot bring their own into 

school to reapply during the day. Named sun hats will also be needed every day.  

Inside the classroom, every child will have their own chair and table space. They will be near 

one other pod member, which will enable them to play alongside their peers, albeit 

differently to how they are used to. Each and every time a child has finished playing with 

play equipment, it will be washed, cleaned and wiped over so that it is ready to be used by 

others in the pod. The children will be allocated their own pencils, scissors and glue, which 

will only be used by them. The children will be completing tasks at their tables without 

moving around the room. They will be given a choosing time toy to keep under their table 

for the day. 

Cleaning of equipment and the washing of hands will be of great importance and high 

priority all throughout the day. Please note that we are unable to allow hand creams to be 

brought into school.  

Most of our children love to get creative with junk modelling, painting and drawing. They 

will not be able to bring their creations home to you just like they will not be able to bring 

things in. However, we will create an ‘art gallery’ in class on our wall and all the pictures that 

are made by the children will go up there for us to see and celebrate. 

How different will it be for my child? 

We are planning to have themes each week to enhance the children’s learning and the more 

formal teaching of phonics, reading and writing will not continue as before. To keep within 

guidance given, the classroom is looking different in order to create more space and 

distance between stations. The children will have their own chairs and places to sit and we 

will not have carpet times or circle times like we had before. Things will look and feel 

different for us all and we will not be able to have the hugs and the contact with the 

children like we always have. However, please know that your child’s well-being and 

emotional development is going to be a key focus for us and we will do everything we can to 

make your child feel settled, safe, secure and happy.  



What if I change my mind? 

Going forward for those who wish to wait, we will need to know whether you wish for your 

child to return to school a week in advance. You can email the Rainbow class address by the 

Thursday of the week before to let us know that you wish your child to return to school. The 

availability to do so will all depend on current pod size, environment set up and any 

additional resources needed in order to keep everyone safe.  

The choice to send your child back to class is a personal one and you must all do what feels 

right for you and your family. Please continue to use the rainbow email address to ask any 

questions and I will do my absolute best to answer them.  

Will learning still be uploaded onto Seesaw? 

We will be uploading the weekly overview to Seesaw but this will obviously be in less detail, 

without videos and less activity sheets. The Twinkl website is a fantastic resource for home 

learning if you require additional materials for your child.  

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.  

Kindest regards, stay safe.  

Y1 Team 


