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Last day of Term 3  2019/20 

Friday 14th February 2020 3.15pm 

Enjoy your break and remember to keep on reading. 

Don’t forget Ping’s Extreme Read challenge! 

First day of Term 4  2019/20 

Monday 24th February 2020 8.50am 

 

 

Welcome:   Term 3 has been a shorter but extremely busy term particularly for our year 6 class who are busy prepar-

ing for their SATs later this year in addition to their residential trip to Avon Tyrrell. We have also had many of our 

year 4, 5 and 6 pupils take part in the Young Voices concert. Read on to find out what we have all been getting up to. 

Staffing: We would like to wish Mrs Weston a warm welcome back from maternity leave. She is excited to be back with 

Rainbow class. The children are enjoying having Mrs Weston in class with them and all are settling well.  

Mrs Beale will be going on maternity leave at the start of March. We wish her all the best for a safe and speedy de-

livery and we look forward to seeing her when she returns next year.  

Parking On School Grounds — Please can we remind all parents and carers when parking on the school grounds, to 

refrain from stopping/parking in the disabled bays unless they are displaying a valid disabled badge or on the double 

yellow lines and zebra crossings as this poses a risk to our children. 

The road area outside of the main school gates has now been signposted as ‘No waiting’ between the hours of 

8.00—9.30 am and 2.30—4.00pm. Please be mindful of other residents when parking your vehicles.  

Due to limited parking availability, we would like to ask as many of our families as possible to consider walking to 

school instead of driving. There are racks available for children to park their scooters and bikes; these are left at the 

children’s own risk.  

Parents and Carers Practical Working Group— Our Parents and Carers Practical Working Group had their first 

meeting and site walk on Tuesday 14th January 2020 and have now planned some initial dates and activities which 

our parents and children can undertake to help improve our school site.  We have selected the following dates and 

activities as our initial focus. These are suitable for parents and children to do together.  

Monday 2nd, 10th and 30th March, 3.15 –4.15pm —after school sessions to work alongside Mrs Adams focusing  on 

planting bedding plants and restoring the bug hotel.  

Saturday 14th March, 08.30—11.30am—paint the concrete playground wall in CRC/KS1 playground and the picket 

fencing at the front of the school.  

Please join us if and when you can, the more volunteers we have the more we can plan and accomplish over the 

next few months.  

mailto:admin@charter.wilts.sch.uk


Birthday Books 

This term, we would like to thank the following children and staff for their birthday book donations, we hope you all 

enjoyed your special days.  

Joshua F (Lightning class) , Anna (Lightning class), Troy (Lightning class), Jess 

(Lightning class), Daisy (Snowflakes class) and Mrs Carr (Assistant Head). 

Thank you to all the parents and children for donating birthday books. We love the fact that children are donating 

books for other children; they all enjoy finding a book that has a ‘donated by’ message inside.  

We would also like to thank parents for encouraging your children at home to read more and more books. Staff at 

Charter have been sharing with their  classes what some of their favourite books are and why. Why not share what 

your favourite books are with your children at home?  

Parent Pay —  The transition to ParentPay over the last two terms has gone well and we now have 95% of families 

with accounts activated.  Thank you to everyone who has supported the transition. We will continue to strive to en-

sure 100% of our families are using Parent Pay by the end of term 4 as we endeavour to move to a cashless school.  

If you have not yet activated your account and require any support or assistance in setting this up, please do contact 

the school office who will be able to answer any queries.  

Dinners will continue to be bookable up until midnight on Sunday ready for school meals the following week. Please 

do ensure you contact the school office as soon as possible if you are having problems booking your child a school 

meal.  

Don’t forget, ALL children including those entitled to Free School Meals or children under the Universal Free School 

meal Program MUST  book their dinners through Parent Pay. Cash payments will no longer be accepted.  

We are using the system more and more through the school year as school trips and activities become available. 

You can set your Parent Pay account to alert you when a new payment item appears for your child. Please log into 

your Parent Pay account at www.parentpay.com and go to Communication– Alert Settings.  

Lunch Boxes — Please may we request that parents continue to be mindful of the food that children bring into 

school in their packed lunches and wherever possible that children are supplied with healthy food choices. 

Clothing —Please may we remind parents to please label all items of your child’s uniform and clothing. All unla-

belled items are put into the lost property box at the end of each day so please come and check if you think your 

child has misplaced any items.  

P.E. Kit —Although each class has scheduled P.E lessons, this can sometimes change on an ad hoc basis. Please en-

sure all children have full indoor and outdoor P.E kit in school at all times along with appropriate footwear.  

Library Books 

The children are all continuing their weekly library sessions and enjoy searching through the range of books on offer. 

The school library is looking wonderful and bursting with books, but we can always find room for more. As we con-

tinue our work on the library we remain very grateful for any donations of books that  are no longer used at home, 

particularly non-fiction books as we turn our attention to the non-fiction library.  

Thank you for all contributions to date. We would like to say an extra special thank you to Mr and Mrs Underwood 

for their continued regular donations of books as well as Devizes Book shop for their generous donation.  

Our Key Stage 2 children have been enjoying their class books. Thank you to all parents for purchasing these on be-

half of your children, it really does enhance and enrich their learning experience.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any other fundraising for the remainder of the year will go towards items that can help to look after the ele-

phants in addition. This may include items such as: 

4 bales of hay—£24.00 

1 bag of milk formula powder 25kg —£45.00 

2 rescue capture ropes—£114.00 

50 tree seedlings to provide shelter—£20.00 

Camera traps—£175.00 

We will keep you updated about future fundraising events, in particular our next biscuit sale which will take place 

on Friday 28th February. We want to raise as much money as we can to help the Trust ensure the future safety of 

these and many other animals.  

If you haven’t already done so, please take some time to look at information about the Trust at 

www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/ and see the work that goes towards helping these majestic animals. We hope you 

all agree that this is a very worthy cause.  

A very big thank you to all our Children, Parents and Staff for supporting our fundraising this term.  

We have listed below our amazing results.  

Sheldrick Wildlife Trust 

Since adopting our new Charter charity, the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, we have raised over 

£340.00. This is a fantastic amount and will go towards each class sponsoring their own ele-

phants. We will keep you updated on which elephants each class has chosen to adopt next 

term. In the meantime, take a look at some of the beautiful elephants the Sheldrick Wildlife 

Naleku  

7 month old female 

Roho 

12 month old male 

Pika Pika 

2 year old female 

Toilet Twinning and Well Boring 

Following on from our fundraising last year, we were able to purchase 5 

new toilets for Toilet Twinning and raised over £300 for Well Boring, 

which will be donated next term. This is an amazing achievement. Well 

done Charter! 

https://www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/


 

Sunshine Class were very lucky to have an impromptu visit 
from the fire service at the beginning of the term. All dis-
cussed what we would do if there was ever an emergency 
and the visitor was very impressed with how mature and 
sensible all our Sunshine's were. Not only were they excel-
lent listeners but they also came up with great ideas on 
how to stay safe, help others and follow the steps needed 
to phone 999.  They got to dress up and use some of the 
equipment too which they all found super exciting!  

Rainbow class have been having huge amounts of fun in our outdoor 
learning sessions. We have made Wombat stews, acted out stories, 
created dens, built the Great Wall of China and lots more! The chil-
dren really enjoyed toasting marshmallows and also the odd hot 
chocolate!  

All the children enjoyed our PE lessons learning to catch, throw and 
bounce balls. They have so much control now which is fantastic. The 
Chance to Shine cricket sessions were a highlight too, The children 
will be having cricket sessions after half term which they will learn so 
much from.  

We have enjoyed welcoming back Mrs Weston and the children are 
settling in well to the changes of days and teachers. Well done Rain-
bow Class!  

Phonics is a top priority at the moment for the children in Year 1. They 
are doing so well with blending and reading words. The children are 
enjoying their daily phonics sessions, we are so impressed with their 
perseverance. It’s not easy learning to read! 



 

 

This may seem strange, but year 3 wish you all a very Happy New Year! Year 3 have had a jam packed term fol-

lowing Christmas learning all about celebrations and their impact all around the world.  

We have thoroughly enjoyed reading the Firework Makers Daughter and linked some wonderful story writing 

about our own journey through imaginary worlds.  

Year 3 have also learnt a lot about comparing South America with the UK and which country is most mountain-

ous.  

We have also been working extremely hard on creating our own imaginary stories where we go through a tun-

nel and discover some weird and wonderful things! We hope you have a well deserved break. 

Year 2 have been learning about Florence Nightingale and have really enjoyed learning about her life as a 
nurse. They especially loved writing instructions for washing their hands and then designing posters to be dis-
played around school about the importance of washing your hands. Ask one of us what happened to the bread 
touched by our dirty hands! We have also been learning about online safety and the children are really looking 
forward to sharing this knowledge with the important people at home.   



Storm Class had a fantastic term to kick off the year with ‘Let’s Celebrate’ as our topic. In class, we have really 

enjoyed learning about Africa in geography and linking our learning to our class book, The Butterfly Lion by Mi-

chael Morpurgo. We have explored all the different animals that live in Africa and finding out how food chains 

help the animals survive in the wild. Storm Class has also looked at how different digestive systems help animals, 

including humans, process food through our bodies. The class loved making their own digestive systems! Hope 

everyone has a lovely half term and I look forward to coming back and completing our ‘Let’s Celebrate’ topic!  

Hurricane Class has been learning about life in Saxon Briton this term. We have imagined life in a Saxon village; 
the sights, sounds and smells, and used them in a piece of descriptive writing. We spent a week learning about 
the Lammas Festival which was the celebration of the first harvest of the year and was marked with bread mak-
ing and games. We baked our own bread and made them into our own designs to celebrate nature.  



On February 3rd, Lightning class left Charter for the week as they headed off on their residential trip to Avon 

Tyrrell. Many of the children were nervous at the thought of being away for 5 days but everyone had an out-

standing time, staff included. Many of us tried new activities such as mountain biking whilst others faced 

their fears on the high ropes. The food was delicious (and lot’s of it), the children were amazing helping and 

supporting one another and lot’s of memories were made. What an unforgettable week that they will re-

member for many years to come. Lightning class returned to school on Friday tired and a little muddy but 

with huge smiles. Take a look at some of the things they got up to.  



This term York Class have been learning about celebrations around the World. We have been learning about Chi-
nese New Year and exploring some of the ways people celebrate. York Class listened to and acted out the story 
of ‘The great animal race’. The children particularly enjoyed hearing about the dragon and all had a go at making 
their own.  

Lancaster have been learning about Celebrations around the World linked to the story of 80 Days Around the 

World. 

Within this learning theme we have also been learning about Chinese New Year, mountains, river and volcanoes. 

This learning will continue into Term 4. 



On the 16th January this year, Charter primary school embarked on a huge journey to take part in the amazing, the 

brilliant Young Voices 2020! All 46 children have spent months rehearsing and learning all 15 songs to take part. 

Then it was time to travel to Birmingham to get ourselves ready to sing with 6,000 other children. All the children 

got to sing with Tony Hadley and the famous Ruti from The Voice. The children were in absolute awe of their sur-

rounds and every child behaved impeccably. Young Voices gave so many children the chance to be part of some-

thing very special and very large. It also helped to boost confidence and some children even were able to bust 

some super moves in the dance section.  

A fun day was had by all (even though exceptionally long)! A HUGE thank you to all the teachers/ support staff and 

parents for their commitment and help not only on the day but the lead up to it. (A special thanks to Mrs Town-

send and Mrs Flynn for the behind the scenes admin, we couldn’t have down it without you!). As you can see from 

the photos below, the children had a day they will never forget.  



Come and meet up with other Charter parents. 

There will be zentangle, Easter food and sharing of  tips on 

mindfulness and relaxation. 

  

   Younger siblings are welcome to come and play. 

Thursday 26th March 

At    2.30pm 

World Book Day 

Thursday 5th March 2020 

World Book day is approaching next term. To build on our elephant 

theme, our World Book day focus is Elmer the Colourful Elephant and 

we would like children to come to school dressed in as many colours 

as you can, the more colours the better (no hair dye please).  

 

We would also like children to make a ‘Story in a jar’. Children can pick their 

favourite story and have a go at making it in a jam jar. Children can bring 

these into school with them on World Book day. 

 

Children will receive a World Book Day token which can be used to receive £1 off any book 

costing £2.99 or more at our next travelling Book Fair arriving on Tuesday 24th March 2020.  



Here at Charter we have a strong emphasis on how to keep the children safe while using the internet.   Below is copy of a 
leaflet which gives ways to support your children to use the internet safely at home.   This can also be viewed through the 
following link. 

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-

Supporting Young People Online - Childnet   -  www.childnet.com 

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children's use of technology can be a 

challenge, especially if you feel that your children may have better technical skills than you do. However, children 

and young people still need support and guidance when it comes to managing their lives online and using the 

internet positively and safely.   Why not follow the link above and find some more additional support from Child-

net International. 

Advice for Parents  for Children using Smartphones 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones 

Above is a link to a guide all about smartphones for children.  It gives you some good advice on what to think about if your 

child already has one or if they are about to get one. 

Smartphones are mobile phones with internet access. They are capable of a range of functions, includ-

ing social networking, listening to music, playing games, browsing the internet, checking emails, taking 

photos and videos and watching TV – along with the usual texting and calling!   Smartphones provide a 

variety of interesting activities and ways for young people to engage with their friends and families. 

However, it is important to be aware of what these devices can do and how you can talk with your child 

to help them to use this technology in safe and positive way. 

Article 17: Access to information 

from the media. 

Article 16: Right to privacy 

Have you seen the website common-sense media ?  

This website is to help support and protect your child online. You can find reviews and age ratings of various 
games, DVDs and books. There are also parent guides to different games.   

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-online.pdf
http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-online.pdf
http://www.childnet.com
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/


 

  

Help, advice and support for parents/carersHelp, advice and support for parents/carers 

 

Who am I? 

My role is to provide parents and carers with confidential 

guidance and support. 

I can help you with any personal concerns that you may 

have or any issues regarding your child. 

 

I am here to support you because…..  

Everyone needs support or advice at some time. 

Bringing up children can be challenging. 

 

So how can I help? 

By providing a listening ear for any worries or concerns you may have. 

By helping you to access support for various issues, e.g. debt, housing, relationship is-
sues, health concerns etc. 

By helping you to talk to your child’s teacher or school. 

Guidance for when your child is starting a new school.  
Signposting you to local agencies and facilities. 
Support parents in improving child behaviour at home and at school. 

 
You can phone me on 07803 406 827 or 01249 463040  

 

YourYour 

PARENT SUPPORT ADVISER PARENT SUPPORT ADVISER 

is is   Lisa FosterLisa Foster 



SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

Term 3: Monday 6th January 2020 - Friday 7th February 2020 

We are providing termly updates of class attendance to encourage some positive competition between classes to 

achieve the highest overall attendance. 

Congratulations to :  

1st Place  -  Lightning Class (97.8%) 

2nd Place  -  Storm Class (97.2%) 

3rd Place  -   Rainbow Class (97.1%) 

Followed by Raindrops (96.4%), Snowflakes (93.3%), Sunshine (92.3%) and Hurricane (91.9%).  

Let’s see if all classes can achieve 96% or more each next year.  

York and Lancaster classes will not be included in these updates due to the effect of pupil induction. 

Article 28: Every child has 

the right to an education. 

PUPILS PUNCTUALITY 

Term 3: Monday 6th January 2020 - Friday 7th February 2020 

We have been monitoring the number of times children are arriving late at Charter School.  This term we have 

registered the following information: 

25 pupils have arrived after 9.10am on various occasions 

11 pupils have arrived late on more than 2 occasions 

1447 minutes /  24 hours of learning have been missed  

Over 4.8 days of learning has been lost this term due to lateness 

These figures do not include pupils who have been at medical appointments or who are currently part of an in-

duction period. 



We hold numerous events throughout the year to raise funds for the school.  These can take a lot of organising 

and hard work, and without your help they will not happen.   

 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

This is an easy and completely free way for you to raise funds for Charter School Friends Association by using 
your favourite retailers online. 

All you need to do is register with Easyfundraising and select Charter School as your nominated cause.  You can 
even download their app onto your smartphone.  

To raise money, instead of going directly to the retailer website, log into easyfundraising first or click onto their 
app and select the retailer you want to shop with. You’ll then be taken to the retailer’s website where you shop 
as you would normally. But because you visited easyfundraising first, Charter School Friends Association gets a 
donation. It really is that simple. 

You will even be able to see how much you have raised for Charter School.  

CSFA Events for 2019/2020 

Events for this academic year will include the following: 

Week commencing 9th March – Mother’s Day Wrapping Room  

10th March 2020 – Year 2 cake sale 

1st April 2020 – Bunny Bingo 

28th April 2020 – Year 1 cake sale 

21st May 2020 – Film Night 

Week commencing 8th June 2020 – Father’s Day Wrapping Room  

9th June 2020 – Reception cake sale 

27th June 2020 – Summer Fete  

 

Are you interested in helping the Charter School Friends Association? 

We welcome new members at any time, no matter how much time you can donate.  

Please pop into the school office if you are interested in joining the committee, or if you are available 

to help with any events.  

 

The CSFA disco was a big hit and all the children attending had a fantastic time showing off their 

dance moves. Thank you to staff, CSFA members and parents for their support. Keep an eye out 

next term for our upcoming events including the ever popular Bunny Bingo. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/Register/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019/20 
Keep this page to pin on your noticeboard or stick to your fridge 

 

Term 3 — (Monday 6th January 2020 —Friday 14th February 2020) 

Friday 14th February 2020 —Last Day of Term 3 

 

Term 4 — (Monday 24th February 2020 —Thursday 2nd April 2020) 

Monday 24th February—First day of Term 4 

Wednesday 26th February—Y4/5 Girls Inter Football, Abbeyfield school 

Friday 28th February—EYFS Health checks 

Friday 28th February—Ping’s ‘Extreme Read’ challenge deadline 

Friday 28th February—Elephant biscuit sale for Sheldrick Wildlife Trust 

Friday 28th February—Y4 and Lancaster class start swimming sessions 

Tuesday 3rd March—Parent consultations 

Wednesday 4th March—Parent Consultations 

Thursday 5th March—World book day 

Week Commencing Monday 9th March—World science week 

Monday 9th March—Commonwealth Festival, Town Hall 

Wednesday 11th March—Family learning day 

Thursday 12th March—Y5 taster day, Hardenhuish school 

Friday 13th March—Chippenham Town rugby tournament 

Monday 16th March—Y6 practice SATs week 

Friday 20th March—Mother’s day lunch KS1 

Monday 23rd March—Mother’s day lunch KS2 

Tuesday 24th March—Travelling book fair arrives 

Monday 30th March—Last day of travelling book fair 

Tuesday 31st March—KS1 trip to Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm 

Thursday 2nd April—KS2 trip to Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm 

Thursday 2nd April—Last day of Term 4 

 

Year 6 SATS week commences Monday 11th May 2020 
 

 TD Dates for 2019/20 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

Monday 1st June 2020 




