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Welcome: Term 2 has been extremely busy, particularly with the lead up to our Key Stage 1 Christmas Production and
KS2 Christmas Carol service at St. Andrew’s church. Read on to find out what we have been getting up to.
Staffing: Unfortunately, Miss Coverley has been extremely poorly this term but we are looking forward to having her
back with us as soon as she is well enough. Thank you to everybody who has wished Miss Coverley a speedy recovery, and to parents for their continued support.

Last day of Term 2 2019/20

First day of Term 3 2019/20

Friday 20th December 3.15pm

Monday 6th January 8.50am

We hope you all have a very merry
Christmas and a happy New Year.

Lunch Boxes — Please may we request that parents continue to be mindful of the food that children bring into
school in their packed lunches and wherever possible that children are supplied with healthy food choices.
Clothing —Please may we remind parents to please label all items of your child’s uniform and clothing. All unlabelled items are put into the lost property box at the end of each day so please come and check if you think your
child has misplaced any items.
P.E. Kit —Although each class has scheduled P.E lessons, this can sometimes change on an ad hoc basis. Please ensure all children have full indoor and outdoor P.E kit in school at all times along with appropriate footwear.

Parking near School — Parking near to school is limited and that does cause difficulties, however, please can we ask
for everyone to be mindful of where they leave their vehicles to prevent any problems for the local residents living
nearby. The car park to Leonora homes is strictly for use by Leonora residents, staff and visitors only. Also could vehicles dropping off children on the school premises, please refrain from stopping/parking in the disabled bays unless
they are displaying a disabled badge or on the double yellow lines / zebra crossings.

Library Books
The school library is looking wonderfully colourful and is bursting with books, but we can always find room for
more. As we continue our work on the library we remain very grateful for any donations of books that are no longer used at home. Thank you for all of the contributions to date.

Birthday Books

This term, we would like to thank the following children and staff for their birthday book donations, we hope you
all enjoyed your special days.
Mollie (Rainbow class)
Lucy (Hurricane class)
Mrs Beale (Lightning Class Teacher)
Mrs MacInnes (Pings Den)
Thank you to all the parents and children for donating birthday books. We love the fact that children are donating
books for other children. Thank you parents for encouraging your children at home to read more and more books.
Our English ambassadors, James and Miri, asked some of our children why they chose their birthday books to donate to school. What book would you choose as a birthday book and why?
Eva (Y4) and Jorja (Y3) chose Hairy Maclary by Lynley Dodd
They donated this book because they wanted to give it to the younger children in year one and reception, they enjoyed the book before they donated it.
Lexi (Y3) chose Don't be scared little cub by Jillian Harker
She donated this book for the younger ones, she wanted other people to enjoy the book. She enjoyed the book
before she donated it.
Mrs Hawkins (Y2 TA)
She donated the book because she thinks it’s nice for the adults to donate books as well. Mrs Hawkins donated the
book mainly for Y3 and over.

Parents and Carers Practical Working Group
As mentioned in our first newsletter of the year, we are introducing a Practical Working Group to Charter where
we will be asking Parents and Carers to volunteer for contributing to, and working in, the group with the aim of
undertaking small tasks around the school site to maintain and improve our lovely spaces.
Our first Parent Volunteer meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday 14th January 2020, 2.00—3.00pm.
Thank you to those parents who have already expressed an interest in helping, either with planning, helping or
both. If you would be willing to support this, please let us know in the school office.

Parent Pay — Thank you to everyone who has supported our transition to ParentPay over the last term. We hope
that you are all now familiar with the meal booking system and are finding it a more efficient way to book and pay
for your child/ren’s school meals.
95% of families have now activated their Parent Pay accounts. Thank you to everyone who is using the system to
book school meals and make payments for trips. If you have not yet activated your account and require any support
or assistance in setting this up, please do contact the school office who will be able to answer any queries.

Dinners will continue to be bookable up until midnight on Sunday ready for school meals the following week.
Don’t forget, ALL children including those entitled to Free School Meals or children under the Universal Free School
meal Program MUST book their dinners through Parent Pay. Cash payments will no longer be accepted.
We will continue to use the system more and more throughout the year to enable parents and carers to pay for
school trips and other payment items.

A very big thank you to all our Children, Parents and Staff for supporting our
fundraising this term. We have listed below our amazing results.
Since adopting our new Charter charity, the Sheldrick Wildlife Trust, we have raised a
total of £218.01. Our mufti day in lieu of donations for the elephants raised an amazing £118.21 and sales of our elephant themed biscuits at the Christmas Bazaar totalled £44.80. Thank you to Mrs Wilson and Hurricane class for baking the delicious
shortbread elephant biscuits. The children spent time researching the Trust and the
elephants they care for to produce some information posters for families to read at
the Bazaar.
We also received a £50.00 contribution from the recent sale of plants kindly donated
by Mr Carr and Poppy in Lightning class has given £10.00 of her own money from her
recent birthday in November. Poppy is a big animal lover and thinks this is a fantastic
charity to help. Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support.

The money raised will go towards sponsoring 4 elephants. In the new year, EYFS,
York, Year 1 and Year 2 classes will choose which elephants they would like to sponsor. More fundraising events will take place next term to raise enough money for all
Key Stage 2 classes to sponsor their own elephants.
If you haven’t already done so, please take some time to look at information about
the Trust at www.sheldrickwildlifetrust.org/ and see which orphaned elephants you
think Charter should adopt. We hope you all agree that this is a very worthy cause.

To support World Children’s Day, all the children were invited to wear something
Blue for the day. We were able to raise a total of £123.90 from mufti donations
which will go towards Unicef.

Charter raised an amazing total of
£200.42 for the Royal Bristish Legion
through donations from our Remembrance Day Assembly on Monday 11th
November, together with sales of Poppy
items which were sold throughout the
previous week. A great total for such a
worthy cause.

On Friday 29th November, Sunshine took a trip to Abbeyfield school to participate in an EYFS Hand Eye Coordination afternoon. We had a great time doing Christmas related multi-skills including jumping in and out of ladders, batting balloons as high as we could and we were even lucky enough to meet Rudolph. All of Sunshine class
were amazing and walked very smartly to and from Abbeyfield school. Well done Sunshine Class!

During term two, Rainbow class have been having lots of fun with our topic of Courage and Conflict learning about
different kinds of flight. We learned about the first powered aircraft created by the Wright Brothers and looked at
how aeroplanes have changed over the years. A fun activity was creating kites and flying them around the playground before writing our own poems. We decided to write to pilots and ask them questions, we found the answers very interesting. Our learning about space stations and the astronaut Tim Peake was really exciting.
In maths we have been adding and subtraction, learning about place value and last but not least 2D and 3D shapes.
A highlight of our term was performing our class assembly!

Raindrops have been learning
how to use money this term,
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and
using coins and notes. We have
also looked at change and finding
the difference. The children have
loved learning about notes and
making amounts to £100. They
would love to continue to practise
this at home and help their times
tables knowledge.
Well done, Year 2.

In year 3 we have been really busy this term and we have managed to cram in so much writing. Our first piece replicated the diary entry of Tommo from Private Peaceful where we re-wrote our feelings of our first day at school.
We then went into writing our own character descriptions using really imaginative writing. Be sure to check our
display out!
We have also been super busy this term with PE. We have been fortunate enough to take part in the girls only
footie session which took place at Abbeyfield. Some of us were slightly apprehensive at first, but once we arrived
the girls did Charter proud and put their all into learning the skills of football.
We also took part in Sheldon's annual Christmas Crunchy Festive Run! The children had the opportunity to take
part with other Chippenham primary schools to warm up with Santa and then run the 1 mile course. We all especially loved the mince pies and hot chocolate at the end. Especially the adults.

Just a short note to say a huge thank you to all the adult helpers on these trips. We couldn't do it without you!
We all hope you have a very Merry Christmas.
Snowflake class.

We have loved learning about the Romans this term. We have been to Gladiator school to learn how their soldiers
used to fight. We have also been researching about the Romans invasion of Britain and how they helped develop
roads, home life and infrastructure.
Storm class have also loved experimenting with the effects of different liquids on our teeth. We all learnt a lot
about the different roles of teeth and the importance of looking after them.
We have had a fab term, well done Storm Class.

Term 2 has been a busy term for Hurricane Class. The children enjoyed their
first secondary school taster day of the academic year with a trip to Sheldon
School. We had a brilliant day taking part in drama, P.E and Maths lessons. The
children were amazing and represented the school very well, they were pretty
impressed with the snacks and lunches available too.

We were also lucky enough to be invited to attend a
Design and Technology morning at Abbeyfield school.
We took part in a cookery lesson where the children
made Christmas cookies and a textiles lesson where the
kids turned their hands to sewing.

As part of our English lessons, we have been writing
poetry using ‘onomatopoeia’. Ask the children to
give you some examples of this. The children all had
the chance to perform and record their poems to
the class.

In November, Lightning and Lancaster class enjoyed a fantastic day
out at the REME museum in Lyneham. Linked to our World War Two
learning, we explored the museum, completing the rucksack challenge
as we went. We had to work in teams and learnt lots of interesting
things about REME, whilst admiring the many different vehicles, including a helicopter hanging from the roof!

Andrew Skelton led a workshop about WW2 artefacts. We tried on
uniforms and heard a real life air siren. We all really enjoyed this part
and learnt a great deal.

The final part of our trip was a guided tour of the musuem where we
learnt specifically about WW2.
All the children and adults agreed it was a great day out.

York Class went on a school trip to the Santa Dash this term. We all dressed up as Elves and walked around the
racecourse whilst being sprayed with snow. The children loved meeting the ponies on the farm and taking turns on
the bouncy castle. We were very proud of the children on the trip, they listened well to the adults and all earnt a
medal for taking part. Well done York Class!

Lancaster have been learning about World War II and have been designing and making Anderson Shelters. We the
evaluated our learning and decided what we were pleased with and what we would change next time.

For the first Ping’s Challenge of the year, we asked the children at Charter to create a piece of home learning
based on Autumn. This could have been a poem, a picture, collage, a story, a song….anything creative based on
the theme of this wonderful season.
We received a variety of amazing pieces from Autumn poems, tree sculptures, small world play sets and many
beautiful pictures across all classes at Charter. Well done to everyone that completed the challenge. We hope
you enjoyed your hot chocolate, marshmallows and cookies with Mrs Flack.

Take a look at some of the autumnal creations below.

On Wednesday 11th November, our Key Stage 1 classes, Sunshine class, Rainbow class and Raindrops class, took to
the stage to give their performance of ‘A Christmas Toy Story’. The children were all fabulous with lots of beautiful
singing and dancing. Raindrops class delivered stellar performances with their leading roles alongside Elves and
Santa’s from Sunshine class and Angels and Kings from Raindrops. The afternoon and evening performances were
well attended with many of our parents, carers and extended family enjoying the festivities. Thank you to Mrs
Young, Mrs Carr, Mrs Bowater and Mrs Adams for their hard work planning, organising and rehearsing a grand production.

Key Stage 2 classes, accompanied by the school choir, kicked off the season’s festivities with ‘Bethlehem The Musical’ at St Andrews Church on Monday 16th December. Lightning class took the lead to deliver the Christmas story in their final Christmas concert, alongside Snowflakes, Storm, Lightning and Lancaster class. Rehearsals had
been well underway so that the children could all master the up-beat, catchy songs. A special well done to the
year 6 soloists, such a challenge to get up in front of the church but you were all utterly amazing. Thank you to
Mrs Heath for all her hard work organising the concert with the support of all Key Stage 2 teachers and Mrs Adams with the choir.

In aid of World Children’s Day on Wednesday 20th November 2019 and our Rights Respecting School Award, Charter celebrated children’s rights and their freedom of speech
by having a children’s soapbox during break and lunch times to give the children an opportunity to share their thoughts and opinions.
Many of our children across Key Stage 1 and 2 took their chance to stand up and talk
about a range of topics including their right to learn, climate change, air pollution, school
facilities and much, much more. All the children were very responsible with their
thoughts and opinions and they way they listened to what everyone had to share.

Children were also be able to show off their unique talents in a special celebration assembly in the afternoon. What a bunch of talented children we have here at Charter! Some
spectacular performances showing off their joke telling abilities, martial arts techniques,
singing, dancing and even some magic.
To support World Children’s Day, all the children were invited to wear something Blue for
the day. We were able to raise a total of £123.90 from mufti donations which will go towards Unicef.

Article 17: Access to information
from the media.
Article 16: Right to privacy

Here at Charter we have a strong emphasis on how to keep the children safe while using the internet. Below is copy of a
leaflet which gives ways to support your children to use the internet safely at home. This can also be viewed through the
following link.

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-

Have you seen the website common-sense media ?
This website is to help support and protect your child online. You can find reviews and age ratings of various
games, DVDs and books. There are also parent guides to different games.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Supporting Young People Online - Childnet - www.childnet.com

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children's use of technology can be a
challenge, especially if you feel that your children may have better technical skills than you do. However, children
and young people still need support and guidance when it comes to managing their lives online and using the
internet positively and safely. Why not follow the link above and find some more additional support from Childnet International.

Advice for Parents for Children using Smartphones
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones
Above is a link to a guide all about smartphones for children. It gives you some good advice on what to think about if your
child already has one or if they are about to get one.
Smartphones are mobile phones with internet access. They are capable of a range of functions, including social networking, listening to music, playing games, browsing the internet, checking emails, taking
photos and videos and watching TV – along with the usual texting and calling! Smartphones provide a
variety of interesting activities and ways for young people to engage with their friends and families.
However, it is important to be aware of what these devices can do and how you can talk with your child
to help them to use this technology in safe and positive way.

Help, advice and support for parents/carers
Your
PARENT SUPPORT ADVISER
is Lisa Foster

Who am I?
My role is to provide parents and carers with confidential
guidance and support.
I can help you with any personal concerns that you may
have or any issues regarding your child.

I am here to support you because…..
Everyone needs support or advice at some time.
Bringing up children can be challenging.

So how can I help?
By providing a listening ear for any worries or concerns you may have.
By helping you to access support for various issues, e.g. debt, housing, relationship issues, health concerns etc.
By helping you to talk to your child’s teacher or school.
Guidance for when your child is starting a new school.
Signposting you to local agencies and facilities.
Support parents in improving child behaviour at home and at school.
You can phone me on 07803 406 827 or 01249 463040

Article 28: Every child has
the right to an education.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Term 2: Monday 4th November 2019 - Friday 13th December 2019
We are providing termly updates of class attendance to encourage some positive competition between classes to
achieve the highest overall attendance.
Congratulations to :

1st Place - Lightning Class (96.3%)
2nd Place - Rainbow Class (95.8%)
3rd Place - Raindrops Class (95.0%)
Followed by Storm (92.5%), Snowflakes (92.3%), Sunshine (91.6%) and Hurricane (91.5%).
Let’s see if all classes can achieve 96% or more each next year.
York and Lancaster classes will not be included in these updates due to the effect of pupil induction.

PUPILS PUNCTUALITY
Term 2: Monday 4th November 2019 - Friday 13th December 2019
We have been monitoring the number of times children are arriving late at Charter School. This term we have
registered the following information:
27 pupils have arrived after 9.10am on various occasions
11 pupils have arrived late on more than 2 occasions
1168 minutes / 19.5 hours of learning have been missed

Over 3 days of learning has been lost this term due to lateness
These figures do not include pupils who have been at medical appointments or who are currently part of an induction period.

We hold numerous events throughout the year to raise funds for the school. These can take a lot of organising
and hard work, and without your help they will not happen.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk

This is an easy and completely free way for you to raise funds for Charter School Friends Association by using
your favourite retailers online.
All you need to do is register with Easyfundraising and select Charter School as your nominated cause. You can
even download their app onto your smartphone.
To raise money, instead of going directly to the retailer website, log into easyfundraising first or click onto their
app and select the retailer you want to shop with. You’ll then be taken to the retailer’s website where you shop
as you would normally. But because you visited easyfundraising first, Charter School Friends Association gets a
donation. It really is that simple.
You will even be able to see how much you have raised for Charter School.

Thank you to everyone who attended the CSFA Xmas Bazaar on Friday 29th November 2019. The
evening was bustling with Christmas stalls, crafts, treats and refreshments. Over £1400.00 was
made which will be used to enrich the children’s lives at Charter School.

CSFA Events for 2019/2020
Events for this academic year will include the following:
9th January 2020 – Year 4 cake sale
11th February 2020 – Year 3 cake sale
13th February 2020 – Disco

Week commencing 9th March – Mother’s Day Wrapping Room
10th March 2020 – Year 2 cake sale
1st April 2020 – Bunny Bingo
28th April 2020 – Year 1 cake sale
21st May 2020 – Film Night
Week commencing 8th June 2020 – Father’s Day Wrapping Room
9th June 2020 – Reception cake sale
27th June 2020 – Summer Fete
Are you interested in helping the Charter School Friends Association?
We welcome new members at any time, no matter how much time you can donate.
Please pop into the school office if you are interested in joining the committee, or if you are available to help
with any events.

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019/20
Keep this page to pin on your noticeboard or stick to your fridge

Term 2— (Monday 4th November 2019 —Friday 20th December 2019)
Friday 20th December—Last Day of Term 2

Term 3— (Monday 6th January 2020 —Friday 14th February 2020)
Monday 6th January— First Day of Term 3
Friday 10th January—Learn with your Charter Child morning
Friday 10th January—Year 6 Residential Payment Deadline
Tuesday 14th January—Parent Volunteer Working Group Meeting
Monday 3rd February—Year 6 Residential Trip

Thursday 13th February—Year 5 Taster Day, Hardenhuish School
Thursday 16th January—Young Voices, Birmingham

TD Dates for 2019/20
Friday 3rd April 2020
Monday 1st June 2020

