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Welcome: A warm welcome back to school to everyone and a very special welcome to our new children and their
families, who have settled very well at Charter.
This term we have again celebrated Grandparents’ with our school lunch, which was another great success. We have
enjoyed class assemblies, celebration assemblies and our Harvest Festival Assembly from Snowflakes class. All our
classes are thriving and our first term seems to have flown by. Read on to find out what each class has been up to
this term.
Staffing: We would like to offer our congratulations to Miss Huggins on the birth of her baby girl and to Mrs Beale who
is expecting her second baby early next Spring.

Last day of Term 1 2019/20

First day of Term 2 2019/20

Tuesday 22nd October 3.15pm

Monday 4th November 8.50am

(Wednesday 23rd October 2019 - TD Day)

We hope you all have a lovely half term break.
Lunch Boxes — Please may we request that parents continue to be mindful of the food that children bring into
school in their packed lunches and wherever possible that children are supplied with healthy food choices.
Clothing —Please may we remind parents to please label all items of your child’s uniform and clothing. All unlabelled items are put into the lost property box at the end of each day so please come and check if you think your
child has misplaced any items.
Parking near School — Parking near to school is limited and that does cause difficulties, however, please can we ask
for everyone to be mindful of where they leave their vehicles to prevent any problems for the local residents living
nearby. Also could vehicles dropping off children on the school premises, please refrain from stopping/parking in
the disabled bays unless they are displaying a disabled badge or on the double yellow lines / zebra crossings.
Parent Pay — All children should have now received their Parent Pay activation usernames and passwords in preparation for going live with the new cashless payment system on Monday 11th November 2019. If you require any
support or assistance in setting up your account, please do contact the school office who will be able to answer any
queries.
Don’t forget, ALL children including those entitled to Free School Meals or children under the Universal Free School
meal Program MUST book their dinners through Parent Pay. Cash payments will no longer be accepted.

Birthday Books

One of the delights of time spent in the library is opening books and finding the birthday book name plates inside.
The children absolutely love discovering a birthday book, particularly when it has a friend's name inside - it makes a
book even more of a treasure.
This term, we would like to thank the following children and staff for their birthday book donations, we hope you
all enjoyed your special days.
Jorja (Snowflakes), Lexi (Snowflakes), Eva
(Storm), Lauren (Hurricane), Miss Coverley, Mrs
Isherwood and Mrs Hawkins.
We look forward to receiving lots more birthday books this year as we encourage a love of reading across the
school.

Library Books
The school library is looking wonderfully colourful and is bursting with books, but we can always find room for
more. As we continue our work on the library we remain very grateful for any donations of books that are no longer used at home. Thank you for all of the contributions to date.

Pewsham Scarecrow Trail
Charter Primary recently took part in the Pewsham Scarecrow trail on Sunday 6th October
2019. Mrs Smith in Sunshine class created a fantastic set of number block scarecrows to
include on the trail. Number block 1 and 3 were admired by everyone and many had their
photos taken with them. They have now found a warm and dry place to stay in Sunshine
class with all the children looking after them.
We hope everyone that took part enjoyed their scarecrow hunt and spotted Charter’s creation.

Parents and Carers Practical Working Group
This morning during our ‘Learning with your Charter child’ session, we introduced our idea to ask Parents and Carers to volunteer for contributing to, and working in, our Practical Working Group.
The aim would be to identify some tasks around the school site that adults and children could undertake to maintain and improve our lovely spaces.
If we can get a small group of adults to identify some appropriate tasks, we can then plan some dates, perhaps a
Saturday morning or even some after school sessions, to pull in volunteers who are available to help to complete
them. It should also provide an opportunity for parents and children to socialise and work together. It is unlikely
that we will hold any practical sessions until early spring, but we can start the planning earlier.
Thank you to those parents who have already expressed an interest in helping, either with planning, helping or
both. If you were not available today but would be willing to support this please let us know in the school office.

Sunshine Class have loved using Numberblocks to help us explore number concepts. We have even begun to make our own
Numberblock characters in class. We were invited to take part
on the Pewsham Scarecrow Trail and the children enjoyed
helping Mrs Smith to make Numberblock number one and
three. We think they were a hit for people out doing the trail!

In Sunshine Class the children have been reading a
range of fairy tales. While practising their cutting and
sticking the children have got creative and made
some of their own characters from the story. Can you
spot what we have been reading?

The children have all settled really well this first term and we have had so much fun! Three little pig
crime scenes, Big Bad Wolf hunting, Gingerbread Man adventures! We have also been discovering what
Autumn is all about. The children very much enjoyed answering the question ‘How do we know it’s Autumn?’ by searching for seeds, leaves, fruit, berries and other signs of Autumn. We have had an Autumn
shop which was their own idea and completely set up by them price tags and all! It was fantastic to see
the wonder in the children’s eyes and voices when searching through all our Autumn finds with magnifying glasses. We went on to discover the artist Andy Goldsworthy who creates art with nature. The children were so excited to then go out and create art inspired by the artist. We love discovering things in
Rainbow class – a very enthusiastic bunch of learners!

Year 2 have had an exciting time this term with our Courage and Conflict topic! As part of our topic we
have been learning about The Great Fire of London. To start off this, we made houses and then set fire to
them!!! We had a great time and invited our parents in to experience the heat, crackling flames and see
how fast London went up in flames!

Snowflake class have been super busy this term learning all about the Stone Age through our Courage
and Conflict theme. We have been courageous hunters and gatherers. We have learnt all about how
people in the Stone Age survived and had to live with minimal facilities and foods. We created Stone
food such as stewed fruit, some of us found this delicious, others not so! We also had the opportunity to create our very own Stone Age farm. Farming came fairly late on during the Neolithic period. We
worked in groups and decided what we wanted to farm and produce to ensure we could survive the
winter.
Our favourite part of this topic was that we were able to link our Art with History by re-creating
Banksy's version of Stonehenge and putting our 'mark' on the stones with our very own. personalised
cave art. We also thoroughly enjoyed learning about Harvest and would again like to thank everyone
for their kind donations and to our parents for coming to support us. We hope you all have a restful
and not too spooky half term

Storm class have had a fab first term back at Charter. Everyone has hit
the ground running and settled in really quickly. We have enjoyed exploring the life of Ancient Egyptians and the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb. Everyone in storm class wrote a newspaper report on the
amazing discovery to produce the ‘Storm Gazette’.

We have had a ‘buzzing’ time in science learning all about electrical circuits. Storm class have made the very own circuits that
powered lambs, buzzers and motors. Broadening our creativity
even more we have been learning how to play the ukulele and
playing along to the tune of Frere Jacques and Row, Row, Row
your boat.
In Year 4, Storm Class have really enjoyed using the outdoors
to support our learning. We have loved using sticks and leaves
to practise all the maths we have been doing.

Year 5 and 6 have been enjoying their time in the outdoors this term. Come rain or shine we have been out
there learning and challenging ourselves. Early in the term we foraged for apples and produced a delicious
apple and blackberry crumble which was enjoyed by all of the children on a chilly afternoon. We have
made wands to cast spells and built the most amazing shelters for small creatures. Our Outdoor Learning
afternoons have been a fantastic opportunity for the year groups to work together.

This term, year 6 have been busy preparing for their roles as subject ambassadors. The children
have started to think about what they would like to do to help with their subject and will be
meeting with their subject teachers to discuss their plans and ideas. All the children will be leading
an assembly, observing learning in other classes and towards the end of the year will be teaching
other classes. All the children are very excited and we cannot wait to see what they have planned.

DT

English

SMSC, RE & Rights Respecting

History & Geography

Adam, William, Josh F

James, Miriani

Aeryn, Alpha

Antonio, Ava, Natalie

Science

Outdoor Learning

Languages

Josh B, Jasmine

Jayden, Joanna

Lily

Art

Maths

Computing

Jess, Seth, Mckenzie

Troy, Skye

Zach, Poppy

Music

P.E

Head Teacher Ambassadors

Jack, Soraya

Aston, Harry

Jacob, Anna

York class have been learning about courage through our
‘It’s good to be me’ topic. We have been reading the story
‘The Lion Inside’ by Rachel Bright and Jim Field and talking
about what it means to be brave. We have been using
different materials to make pictures of a lion including items
collected from our autumn welly walk and pieces of fruit.

This term, we have been learning about WW2
through the theme ‘Courage and Conflict’. We
have learned about the war from reading texts
such as: ‘Carrie’s War’ by Nina Bawden, ‘Letters
from the Lighthouse’ by Emma Carroll and ‘Friend
or Foe’ by Michael Morpurgo.

Lancaster class have written letters as if they were
evacuated to the country and found out about
important figures in WW2 such as: Winston
Churchill, Adolf Hitler and Anne Frank.
As a Design and Technology project, the children
designed and made gas masks after looking at a
real gas mask which belonged to Mrs Heath’s
grandmother.

“Another amazing grandparents lunch. It is my last
one as my grandson is in
year 6. I will miss coming
here.”

“What a lovely experience
to see all the children in
their own atmosphere.”

“What a lovely way to get a
glimpse of the children’s day,
and how school lunches have
changed. Thank you for the
wonderful food.”

“Lovely lunch, we felt very
welcome. Thank you.”

We really enjoyed Grandparents’ Lunch on 27th September
and both the children and grandparents had a wonderful time.
We had some lovely feedback and have some great photographs of the event.

“A real pleasure for us to see
our granddaughter in such a
friendly caring environment.”

“We travel 1 1/2 hours each
way from Surrey, but I look forward to this every year. Thank
you everyone.”

This term, we have been focusing on ‘our right to healthy food’ and ‘our right to have an
opinion’. On Thursday 17th October 2019, members from our Rights Respecting Steering
Group joined our catering company, Chartwells, to trial some new school meal recipes.
The children along with members of staff, tasted 7 new recipes including:
Cheesy beef meatballs
Vegetable Chilli Macaroni
Chicken Tortilla Bake
Turkey and Sweetcorn Pie
Banana Oat Bites
Apple and Carrot Yogurt Muffins
Secret Brownies
The children were asked to give their opinion about look, smell and taste for each recipe
and whether they would like to see it incorporated into the regular school meal menu.
The Cheesy Beef Meatballs and Secret Brownies were voted to be their favourite new recipes.

All feedback about the menu tasting has been reported back and we look forward to seeing what recipes maybe included on new menu’s in the future.
We look forward to continuing our Rights Respecting work this year.

Article 17: Access to information
from the media.
Article 16: Right to privacy

Here at Charter we have a strong emphasis on how to keep the children safe while using the internet. Below is copy of a
leaflet which gives ways to support your children to use the internet safely at home. This can also be viewed through the
following link.

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-

Have you seen the website common-sense media ?
This website is to help support and protect your child online. You can find reviews and age ratings of various
games, DVDs and books. There are also parent guides to different games.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Supporting Young People Online - Childnet - www.childnet.com

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children's use of technology can be a
challenge, especially if you feel that your children may have better technical skills than you do. However, children
and young people still need support and guidance when it comes to managing their lives online and using the
internet positively and safely. Why not follow the link above and find some more additional support from Childnet International.

Advice for Parents for Children using Smartphones
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones
Above is a link to a guide all about smartphones for children. It gives you some good advice on what to think about if your
child already has one or if they are about to get one.
Smartphones are mobile phones with internet access. They are capable of a range of functions, including social networking, listening to music, playing games, browsing the internet, checking emails, taking
photos and videos and watching TV – along with the usual texting and calling! Smartphones provide a
variety of interesting activities and ways for young people to engage with their friends and families.
However, it is important to be aware of what these devices can do and how you can talk with your child
to help them to use this technology in safe and positive way.

Help, advice and support for parents/carers
Your
PARENT SUPPORT ADVISER
is Lisa Foster

Who am I?
My role is to provide parents and carers with confidential
guidance and support.
I can help you with any personal concerns that you may
have or any issues regarding your child.

I am here to support you because…..
Everyone needs support or advice at some time.
Bringing up children can be challenging.

So how can I help?
By providing a listening ear for any worries or concerns you may have.
By helping you to access support for various issues, e.g. debt, housing, relationship issues, health concerns etc.
By helping you to talk to your child’s teacher or school.
Guidance for when your child is starting a new school.
Signposting you to local agencies and facilities.
Support parents in improving child behaviour at home and at school.
You can phone me on 07803 406 827 or 01249 463040

Article 28: Every child has
the right to an education.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
Term 1: Wednesday 4th September 2019 - Friday 18th September 2019
We are providing termly updates of class attendance to encourage some positive competition between classes to
achieve the highest overall attendance.
Congratulations to :

1st Place - Lightning Class (96.6%)
2nd Place - Rainbow Class (96.2%)
3rd Place - Raindrops Class (95.9%)
Followed by Storm (95.1%), Snowflakes (94.1%), Hurricane (90.9%) and Sunshine (90.8%).
Let’s see if all classes can achieve 96% or more each next year.
York and Lancaster classes will not be included in these updates due to the effect of pupil induction.

PUPILS PUNCTUALITY
Term 1: Wednesday 4th September 2019 - Friday 18th September 2019
We have been monitoring the number of times children are arriving late at Charter School. This term we have
registered the following information:
9 pupils have arrived after 9.10am on various occasions
3 pupils have arrived late on more than 2 occasions
364 minutes / 6 hours of learning have been missed
Over 1 day of learning has been lost this term due to lateness
These figures do not include pupils who have been at medical appointments or who are currently part of an induction period.

We hold numerous events throughout the year to raise funds for the school. These can take a lot of organising
and hard work, and without your help they will not happen.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk

This is an easy and completely free way for you to raise funds for Charter School Friends Association by using
your favourite retailers online.
All you need to do is register with Easyfundraising and select Charter School as your nominated cause. You can
even download their app onto your smartphone.
To raise money, instead of going directly to the retailer website, log into easyfundraising first or click onto their
app and select the retailer you want to shop with. You’ll then be taken to the retailer’s website where you shop
as you would normally. But because you visited easyfundraising first, Charter School Friends Association gets a
donation. It really is that simple.
You will even be able to see how much you have raised for Charter School.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Bag2School collection. We made £171.60 for the
CSFA which will be used to enrich the children’s lives at Charter School.
CSFA Events for 2019/2020
Events for this academic year will include the following:
7th November 2019 – Film Night (The Emoji Movie)
14th November 2019 – Year 6 cake sale
29th November 2019 – Christmas Bazaar

3rd December 2019 – Year 5 cake sale
9th January 2020 – Year 4 cake sale
11th February 2020 – Year 3 cake sale
13th February 2020 – Disco

Week commencing 9th March – Mother’s Day Wrapping Room
10th March 2020 – Year 2 cake sale
1st April 2020 – Bunny Bingo

28th April 2020 – Year 1 cake sale
21st May 2020 – Film Night

Week commencing 8th June 2020 – Father’s Day Wrapping Room
9th June 2020 – Reception cake sale
27th June 2020 – Summer Fete

Are you interested in helping the Charter School Friends Association?
We welcome new members at any time, no matter how much time you can donate.
Please pop into the school office if you are interested in joining the committee, or if you are available to help
with any events.

ACADEMIC YEAR 2019/20
Keep this page to pin on your noticeboard or stick to your fridge

Term 2— (Monday 4th November 2019 —Friday 20th December 2019)
Monday 4th November—First Day Term 2
Tuesday 5th November—EYFS Starting School Sept 19 Stay and Play Session
Friday 8th November—Individual and Sibling School Photographs

Monday 11th November—Parent Pay Live Date
Tuesday 12th November—Parent Consultation Evening
Wednesday 13th November—Parent Consultation Evening
Thursday 14th November—EYFS Starting School Sept 19 Stay and Play Session
Friday 15th November—Year 5 and 6 Football Tournament
Monday 18th November—Flu Vaccinations (All Children)
Monday 18th November—Girls Footy Fun, Year 2 and 3 girls
Wednesday 20th November—Year 5 Taster Day, Sheldon School
Wednesday 20th November—Winter Music Soiree
Wednesday 27th November to Tuesday 3rd December—Travelling Book Fair
Thursday 28th November—Year 6 trip to REME Museum
Friday 29th November—EYFS Hand Eye Co-ordination Session
Thursday 5th December—Santa Dash (Charter Rose)
Friday 6th December—Year 3 and 4 Cross Country Fun Run
Monday 9th December—EYFS Starting School Sept 19 Stay and Play Session
Wednesday 11th December—KS1 Christmas Production
Monday 16th December—Carol Service at St Andrews Church, Chippenham
Tuesday 17th December—Christmas lunch
Friday 20th December—Last Day of Term 2

Term 3— (Monday 6th January 2020 —Friday 14th February 2020)
Monday 6th January— First Day of Term 3
Friday 10th January—Year 6 Residential Payment Deadline
Monday 3rd February—Year 6 Residential Trip
Thursday 13th February—Year 5 Taster Day, Hardenhuish School
Thursday 16th January—Young Voices, Birmingham

TD Dates for 2019/20
Wednesday 23rd October 2019
Friday 3rd April 2020
Monday 1st June 2020

