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Welcome: We have had another very busy term, which just seems to have flown by. There has been a lot of
things happening in classes as well as some trips and other events at school. Please read through our
newsletter to find out what has been occurring at school this term.
Staffing:
We would like to offer our congratulations to Mrs Weston who is expecting her first baby next Spring.

Last day of Term 2 2018

First day of Term 3 2019

Thursday 20th December 3.15pm

Tuesday 8th January 8.50am

(Friday 21st December 2018—TD Day)

(Monday 7th January 2019—TD Day)

We hope you all have a fabulous
festive break.

Birthday Books—The Birthday Books is a big hit with the children and we have received many donations,
thank you. The children have loved standing up in Mrs Flack's assembly to present their books to the
school.

Sublime Science— Sublime Science are an awe inspiring company who will be visiting us and running a
whole school workshop on Tuesday 8th January (our first day back at school). Each class will be enjoying
and taking part in some incredible experiments. Please could children come into school on this day with
their requested £2 donation. We really look forward to fun start to 2019!
Parking near School — Parking near to school is limited and that does cause difficulties, however, please
can we ask for everyone to be considerate of where they leave their vehicles to prevent any problems for
the local residents living nearby.
School App— Our School App is now up and running and hopefully you will have had the opportunity to
download it. We will keep the app updated with events happening at Charter and it will send out regular
reminders.
Parentmail—We hope that you have all been able to successfully log in and register with Parentmail and
that you are receiving emails and text messages. Please do let the office know if you are having any difficulties and we will assist where we can. Anyone who has not registered please do so to enable us to communicate effectively with you.

To get us into the Christmas spirit, Sunshine Class took a stroll down to Waterstones bookshop to listen to some
Christmas stories. We enjoyed a traditional nativity story followed by a funny tale about Father Christmas. After our
story time, we made our way to Café Nero for a yummy hot chocolate topped with marshmallows and cream along
with a sweet pastry treat. We walked back to school feeling full and festive!
This term Sunshine Class have been visiting the elderly residents of Leonora Care Home. We have drawn them pictures, made them cards and sung to them. The feedback from the care home has been wonderful and they have
thanked us, saying ‘the sun really does shine when we visit’. Both the children and the residents get tremendous
value out of each visit and we are looking forward to continuing this into the New Year.

Rainbow Class have thoroughly enjoyed their
‘Dungeons and Dragons’ topic this term. We have
created our own dragons, using a range of adjectives in our writing and used ICT to design our
own castles. We have also enjoyed getting into
the Christmas spirit for our Christmas lunch and
made hats, snowflakes and bookmarks. Rainbows
are also especially proud of their Christmas performance for ‘Lights, Camel, Action’. They gave it
their all and made Mrs Weston very proud with
their singing!

It's been a jam-packed term for Year 2 in the run-up to
Christmas, we’ve enjoyed reading our class book, ‘George’s
Marvellous Medicine’ which has inspired some of our writing
– we were even visited by the nasty Grandma herself! In
computing, we have been really challenging ourselves with
learning how to collect data and input it using spreadsheets
and creating pie charts and spreadsheets. We have also
loved our learning all about The Great Fire of London, we
created our own Tudor style houses to make a ‘Ping’s Pudding Lane’! Finally, who could forget the children’s fantastic
performance in ‘Lights, Camel, Action!’, what a way to end
the year! Well done Raindrops, you have all worked incredibly hard, we look forward to discovering what our learning
will be in the New Year…

Snowflakes have had a jam-packed term especially with Christmas just around the corner! We have been
learning all about the Stone Age and how prehistoric people lived. Through our English we have created
detailed information texts as well mythical stories about dancing giants. During our DT lessons we researched how Stone Age people survived on little food and compared it to how we eat today. We created
our very own version of Stone Age bread and taste tested between each other. Snowflake class also really
enjoyed performing their song at the annual Charter Christmas Carol concert. We all worked really hard to
learn our lines and parts and really appreciated all the support we were given. We would like to wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and a restful New Year.

This term, Storm class have been working on togetherness and we have been learning about how our actions
can affect the people around us. We have had lots of discussions about this. Through this we looked at
selflessness and how during the war lots of the people made the ultimate sacrifice. We then created this beautiful piece of artwork as a group and the children worked extremely hard to get it finished. It was great to see
them work together as a team and produce this.

Hurricane Class greatly enjoyed their trip to the Wyvern Theatre, Swindon to see a live performance of David
Walliams's Awful Auntie. This had been the class book for two terms and it was fantastic to see it performed by
professional actors. It was a good performance and the children enjoyed it greatly - it really brought the text to
life.
Our class book for next term is Harry Potter, which the class is already very excited about. It promises to be a
magical read!

On Thursday 22nd November Year 5 and 6 went to see Awful
Auntie at the Wvyern in Swindon. The children had a great
time, experiencing live theatre. Back in class, year 6 wrote
theatre reviews. Here are some of the children's concluding
statements:

Marissa- Altogether, the play
was great and funny. I would
recommend it for anyone
who likes fun and exciting
plays. I would recommend it
for people 8 or over because
it gets a bit scary, at times.

Cameron- I thought the play
was really good. I would recommend it to people who like
murder mysteries or funny
films.

Bethan- My favourite part
was when they used puppets
as if the puppets were the
actors. I loved the creativity.
It was funny and unless you
have read the book, the explosions were unexpected.

York class enjoyed a special Christmas lunch together this term. We all
made reindeer hats to wear and listened to some Christmas music. The
adults sat with the children to eat their Christmas lunch and were very
proud of their beautiful table manners.

This term we have been learning about myths and legends around the world specifically linked to our topic
Monsters and Myths. We have also learnt about a range of gods and goddesses from different countries and
cultures. We are especially proud of the remembrance poems which we created using rhyme, similes and adjectives.

A very big thank you to all our Children, Parents and Staff for all of the fundraising we
have done this term. We have listed below our amazing results.
Toilet Twinning and Well Boring
£268.48 has been raised in total so far, £120.00 of which has been used to twin toilets in Afghanistan and the
Central African Republic. Thank you also to the Hurkett Family for their kind donation of a toilet, which was
put to good use at the Christmas Bazaar.
£117.73 has been donated by parents at the Carol Service. St Andrews Church are also supporting Toilet
Twinning and therefore we will be purchasing another 2 toilets twinned with Charter Primary School and St
Andrews Church together.

Travelling Book Fair
£602.15 was raised in total at the Book Fair.
This gives us a fantastic £285.00 reward to spend on Books for our School.

Children In Need
£61.00 was raised for Children In Need

Poppy Appeal
£166.03 was raised through the sale of Poppies and other items in support of the
Royal British Legion

Macmillan Cancer Support
£268.00 has been raised in support of Macmillan

Rights Respecting Schools
Award

Staff and children are very proud to be a Silver accredited Rights Respecting School and we
are working hard to achieve Gold before the summer holidays.
Children are continuing to learn about their rights in assemblies, lessons and in the general
ethos of the school.
This year, we have a variety of exciting new projects to undertake (more to follow shortly)
and the steering group are keen to get started with their first task.
Thank you for supporting your children and the school with its work on the UNCRC so far.
If you have any ideas about ways in which we can spread the word within the local community or other ways to help, then please speak to Mrs Callaghan-Wright or your child’s class
teacher.

Our steering group for this year are:
Martha (Year 6 – Pupil Chair), Jacob (Year 5), Lola
(Year 4), Kamran (Year 3), Jonti (Year 2), Evie (Year
1), Matthew and Milosz (Lancaster).
All supported by Mrs Callaghan-Wright (RRSA Lead)
Mrs Weston, Mrs Townsend and Mr Nicholson
(Governor).
We are pleased to introduce our ambassadors who
will be working hard to support the steering group:
Miia (Year 6), Miriani (Year 5), Noah (Year 4), Daisy
(Year 3), Sheya (Year 2) and Ashleigh (Year 1) Ambassadors for EYFS and York class will be elected
in January.

Article 17: Access to information
from the media.
Article 16: Right to privacy

Here at Charter we have a strong emphasis on how to keep the children safe while using the internet. Below is copy of a
leaflet which gives ways to support your children to use the internet safely at home. This can also be viewed through the
following link.

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-

Have you seen the website common-sense media ?
This website is to help support and protect your child online. You can find reviews and age ratings of various
games, DVDs and books. There are also parent guides to different games.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Supporting Young People Online - Childnet - www.childnet.com

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children's use of technology can be a
challenge, especially if you feel that your children may have better technical skills than you do. However, children
and young people still need support and guidance when it comes to managing their lives online and using the
internet positively and safely. Why not follow the link above and find some more additional support from Childnet International.

Advice for Parents for Children using Smartphones
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones
Above is a link to a guide all about smartphones for children. It gives you some good advice on what to think about if your
child already has one or if they are about to get one.
Smartphones are mobile phones with internet access. They are capable of a range of functions, including social networking, listening to music, playing games, browsing the internet, checking emails, taking
photos and videos and watching TV – along with the usual texting and calling! Smartphones provide a
variety of interesting activities and ways for young people to engage with their friends and families.
However, it is important to be aware of what these devices can do and how you can talk with your child
to help them to use this technology in safe and positive way.

Article 28: Every child has the right to an
education.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE—Term 2 (Monday 5th November to Friday 14th
December 2018)

We are providing termly updates of class attendance to encourage some positive competition between
classes to achieve the highest overall attendance.

Congratulations to :
1st Place - Rainbow Class (98.2%)
2nd Place - Snowflakes Class (97.1%)
3rd Place - Raindrops Class (96.1%)
Followed by Storm (96%), Hurricane (95.8%), Lightning (94.9%) and Sunshine (93.3%).

Let’s see if all classes can achieve 96% or more each from January.

PUPILS PUNCTUALITY — Term 2 (Monday 5th November to Friday 14th
December 2018)
We have been monitoring the number of times children are arriving late at Charter School. This term we have
registered the following information:

29 pupils have arrived after 9.10am on various occasions
8 pupils have arrived late on more than 2 occasions
1643 minutes / 27 hours of learning have been missed

Over 5 days of learning has been lost this term due to lateness
These figures do not include pupils who have been at medical appointments or who are currently part of an induction period.

Woody’s Den After School Club Woody’s Den is available for after school childcare. Please be aware that Charter School is not responsible for admissions to Woody’s Den. If you are interested in this facility and would like further details
please contact Woody’s Den directly on 01249 447578 or by Email:Woodysden@hotmail.co.uk

We hold numerous events throughout the year to raise funds for the school. These can take a lot of
organising and hard work, and without your help they will not happen.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk

This is an easy and completely free
way for you to raise funds for Charter School Friends Association by using your favourite retailers online.

All you need to do is register with Easyfundraising and select Charter School as your nominated
cause. You can even download their app onto your smartphone.
To raise money, instead of going directly to the retailer website, log into easyfundraising first or click
onto their app and select the retailer you want to shop with. You’ll then be taken to the retailer’s
website where you shop as you would normally. But because you visited easyfundraising first, Charter School Friends Association gets a donation. It really is that simple.
You will even be able to see how much you have raised for Charter School.

Thank you to the CSFA for arranging this years Christmas Bazaar. Thank you also to
everyone who came along . It was the first one for a few years
and there were some lovely hand crafted items on sale from the
children and some great raffle prizes. We believe everyone enjoyed themselves and it really got us into the festive spirit ready for the start of
December!
CSFA Events for 2019
Events for this academic year will include the following:
Tuesday 22nd January 2019—Year 4 & Lancaster Cake Sale
Tuesday 12th February 2019—Year 3 Cake Sale

THE CSFA NEEDS YOU !!
Are you interested in helping the Charter School Friends Association?
This year our numbers have fallen and we are asking for your help. We are unable to
arrange the big fun events that your children have enjoyed at Charter due to the low
numbers of helpers. If you are able to find a small amount of time to volunteer at
some of our events, are interested in finding out a little bit more about the CSFA
and what we do please contact the school office where they will be able to pass on
your details to us.

We welcome new members at any time, no matter how much time you can
donate.

Keep this page to pin on your noticeboard or stick to your fridge

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018/19
Term 2— (Monday 5th November 2018 —Thursday 20th December 2018)
Thursday 20th December—Last Day of Term 2
Friday 21st December—TD Day (school closed to pupils)

Term 3— (Tuesday 8th January 2019 —Friday 15th February 2019)
Monday 7th January—TD Day (school closed to pupils)

Tuesday 8th January—First Day of Term 3
Tuesday 8th January—Sublime Science Whole School Workshop
Wednesday 9th January— Family Learning Morning
Monday 14th January—Y6 Practise SATS Week
Tuesday 15th January—Y6 Parent Meeting
Tuesday 22nd January —CSFA Year 4 & Lancaster Cake Sale
Monday 4th February—Year 6 Residential Trip
Tuesday 12th February —CSFA Year 3 Cake Sale
Friday 15th February—End of Term 3
Monday 25th February—Start of Term 4
Thursday 28th March—Coffee and Cake Parents Drop In

TD Dates for 2018 /19
Friday 21st December 2018
Monday 7th January 2019
Friday 5th April 2019
Monday 3rd June 2019

