Create,
Discover,
Succeed,
Together
Tel No. 01249 447223

Newsletter No. 1
September 2018
www.charter.wilts.sch.uk
Email : admin@charter.wilts.sch.uk

Welcome: A warm welcome back to school to everyone and a very special welcome to our new children

and their families, who have settled very well at Charter.
This term we have again celebrated Grandparents’ with our school lunch, which was another great success. We have enjoyed Ready, Steady Cook and Harvest Assemblies and many Ping Homework challenges.
We also really valued our Parent Workshops, where we have appreciated all of the ideas shared and the
valuable feedback received. It has been another busy term!
Staffing:

We would like to offer our congratulations to Mrs Noel-Smith on the birth of her baby boy.

Last day of Term 1 2018/19

First day of Term 2 2018/19

Wednesday 24th October 3.15pm

Monday 5th November 8.50am

We hope you all have a lovely half term break.

School Books—Our coloured band book boxes (Oxford Reading Tree Scheme) are looking a little depleted
at the moment. Over the past few years the school and the CSFA have significantly invested to keep the
boxes stocked up. Reading scheme books are very expensive and they are absolutely vital in the children's
learning.
Please help us by having a really good look around your homes for any stray reading books. We will appreciate each and every book returned to school.
Birthday Books—The Birthday Books have become an instant hit with the children and we have already
received several donations. The children have loved standing up in Mrs Flack's assembly to present their
books to the school. This week we received a donation from Mrs Flack too, to mark her birthday.
Library Books— As we continue our work on the library we remain very grateful for any donations of
books that are no longer used at home. Thank you for all of the contributions to date.

New School App— Our new School App is now up and running and hopefully you will have had the opportunity to
download it. We will keep the app updated with events happening at Charter and it will send out regular reminders.

Sunshine Class have been busy learning new sounds this
term. We have used shaving foam, sand and lots of other messy things to practise writing them too!
We were also very lucky to have a visit from two tortoises. One was called Tracey and the other one was
called Daren. The children enjoyed learning about them
and observing what they got up to throughout the day!

This term Rainbow Class took a trip to Waterstones. We walked into Chippenham and enjoyed discovering
a range of books and stories. We spent time looking at fiction and non-fiction books and discovering new
books to match our topic ‘All Aboard’. We discovered some fantastic books all about trucks, buses and
tractors. Mrs Weston was incredibly proud of how well Rainbow Class behaved in the book shop and they
walked back to school full of smiles.
Well done Rainbows!
Article 31: Every child has the right to take part in cultural activities.

It's been a very busy first term in Year 2, we have been working hard to build our independence and confidence as the eldest in Key Stage 1. We have been enjoying our seaside topic, we have been reading a story
with no words called ‘Flotsam’ and we have used our class book to write newsletters, poems and nonchronological reports. We have also been enjoying computing; learning how to communicate with others
using emails. In Science, we have loved discovering what mini-beasts live in our local area and finding out
what microhabitats are about. Finally, we showcased our learning during our first class sharing assembly of
the year and demonstrated our new French vocabulary by singing two French songs. We can’t wait to see
what we will be up to next term in the run up to Christmas!

This term we have promoted being together by learning and sharing our thoughts about Harvest.
We started by learning about what Harvest is and how we celebrate it in the UK. Together we
learnt about all the different types of fruits and vegetables we can harvest along with the meaning
of Harvest. We believe that sharing is incredibly important, especially with those less fortunate
than we are. During our assembly, we shared our thoughts, feelings, and came together to perform the incredibly catchy song. ‘Harvest Samba’.

Article 28: Every child has the right to an education.

Storm class has had a fantastic start to the year and have been learning lots about their topic, the
Greeks. The highlight of this being our visit from Theo the Greek who taught us all about Greek life and
the things that they invented that we still use today. For example, did you know that the Greeks invented the alarm clock and the automatic door? We have loved learning all of these interesting facts and
can't wait to learn more.

Hurricane Class has had a busy term learning about the history of Chippenham and beyond. We have
enjoyed a visit from Mr Skelton of the Chippenham Museum who took us all the way into Chippenham's
pre-history eras and we also went on a local walk to discover more about the town we live in.
We have researched and produced books about Alfred the Great - ask us about his role in Chippenham's
history.
Digital Literacy has been a key focus this term as we remind ourselves how to stay safe online. Please do
talk to the children about this learning and remind them of it regularly.
In PE we have been lucky enough to be one of the first classes to use the school's archery equipment.
We have a bunch of budding Robin Hoods in our midst.! And in Music we have been learning about
different aspects of a complex performance with Mrs Berresford.
Our class book, Awful Auntie, continues to make us chuckle and we are well on our way to finishing the
story. Next term we will see it performed on the stage and be able to make comparisons between the
two formats of storytelling.

In September a team from our catering
company, Chartwells, recreated the TV programme Ready Steady Cook.
Mrs Flack and Mrs Heath competed in a
team with children to create a selection of
meals from the ingredients given to them.
The rest of the school cheered on the Red
and the Green teams and everyone learnt
about healthy and nutritious foods.

This term, York class have been thinking about people who help us. We have looked at the roles of people in the community and discussed how they can help us. The children took it in turns to be the postman and deliver letters to the rest of Charter school.
Our doctor’s surgery
was very popular with
the children taking it in
turns to be the doctor
or the patient.
York class also enjoyed
painting a big red fire
engine that they could
play inside.
Learning about people who help us has helped the
children in York to write in our ‘Big Questions’ book.

This term, we welcomed Harry, Milosz and Tyler into
Lancaster class and waved ‘Goodbye’ to Ruben and Finley. Ms Costello also joined the teaching team in Lancaster. This term, we have been learning about myths
and legends through our topic ‘Monsters, Gods and
Heroes’. We have explored the stories of ‘Theseus and
the Minotaur’, ‘The Legend of King Arthur’ and ‘St
George and the Dragon’. We have started to identify
features of myths and legends and started to write our
own myths.
We have been finding out about different forces and
enjoyed carrying out practical investigations – some of
them outside. We enjoyed making a Class Charter linked to finding out more about our rights. It is not
always easy doing what we agreed to do but we are trying very hard.

In Science, Year 6 have been learning about the Circulatory System. We created haikus about blood
cells, platelets and plasma and have been learning the different parts of the heart and lungs. In
groups, we planned investigations about how exercise affects heartrate. We worked together to conduct our investigations and recorded our results. We discussed how to ensure a fair test.

We really enjoyed Grandparents’
Lunch and both the children and
grandparents had a wonderful
time. We had some lovely feedback
and have some great photographs
of the event.

Rights Respecting Schools
Award

Staff and children are very excited to be starting a new academic year as a Silver accredited
Rights Respecting School and we are working hard to achieve Gold before the summer holidays.
Children are continuing to learn about, for and through their rights in assemblies, lessons
and the ethos of the school. This week the children have also been learning about the United Nations Day on the 24th October 2018.

This year, we have a variety of exciting new projects to undertake (more to follow shortly)
and the steering group are keen to get started with their first task.
Thank you for supporting your children and the school with its work on the UNCRC so far.
If you have any ideas about ways in which we can spread the word within the local community or other ways to help, then please speak to Mrs Callaghan-Wright or your child’s class
teacher.

Our steering group for this year are:
Martha (Year 6 – Pupil Chair), Jacob (Year 5), Lola
(Year 4), Kamran (Year 3), Jonti (Year 2), Evie (Year
1), Matthew and Milosz (Lancaster).
All supported by Mrs Callaghan-Wright (RRSA Lead)
Mrs Weston, Mrs Townsend and Mr Nicholson
(Governor).
We are pleased to introduce our new ambassadors
who will be working hard to support the steering
group: Miia (Year 6), Miriani (Year 5), Noah (Year 4),
Daisy (Year 3), Sheya (Year 2) and Ashleigh
(Year 1) Ambassadors for EYFS and York class
will be elected in January.

Article 17: Access to information
from the media.
Article 16: Right to privacy

Here at Charter we have a strong emphasis on how to keep the children safe while using the internet. Below is copy of a
leaflet which gives ways to support your children to use the internet safely at home. This can also be viewed through the
following link.

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-

Have you seen the website common-sense media ?
This website is to help support and protect your child online. You can find reviews and age ratings of various
games, DVDs and books. There are also parent guides to different games.
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Supporting Young People Online - Childnet - www.childnet.com

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children's use of technology can be a
challenge, especially if you feel that your children may have better technical skills than you do. However, children
and young people still need support and guidance when it comes to managing their lives online and using the
internet positively and safely. Why not follow the link above and find some more additional support from Childnet International.

Advice for Parents for Children using Smartphones
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones
Above is a link to a guide all about smartphones for children. It gives you some good advice on what to think about if your
child already has one or if they are about to get one.
Smartphones are mobile phones with internet access. They are capable of a range of functions, including social networking, listening to music, playing games, browsing the internet, checking emails, taking
photos and videos and watching TV – along with the usual texting and calling! Smartphones provide a
variety of interesting activities and ways for young people to engage with their friends and families.
However, it is important to be aware of what these devices can do and how you can talk with your child
to help them to use this technology in safe and positive way.

Article 28: Every child has the right to an
education.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE—Term 1 (Tuesday 4th Sept to Wednesday 24th Oct 2018)

We are providing termly updates of class attendance to encourage some positive competition
between classes to achieve the highest overall attendance.

Congratulations to :
1st Place - Rainbow Class (97.5%)
2nd Place - Hurricane Class (96.8%)
3rd Place - Snowflakes Class (96.7%)

Followed by Raindrops, Storm, Lightning and Sunshine
Let’s see if all classes can achieve 96% or more each from November.

York and Lancaster classes will not be included in these updates due to the effect of pupil induction.

Woody’s Den After School Club Woody’s Den is available for after school childcare. Please be aware that Charter School is not
responsible for admissions to Woody’s Den. If you are interested in this facility and would like
further details please contact Woody’s Den directly on 01249 447578 or by
Email:Woodysden@hotmail.co.uk

We hold numerous events throughout the year to raise funds for the school. These can take a lot of
organising and hard work, and without your help they will not happen.
www.easyfundraising.org.uk

This is an easy and completely free
way for you to raise funds for Charter School Friends Association by using your favourite retailers online.

All you need to do is register with Easyfundraising and select Charter School as your nominated
cause. You can even download their app onto your smartphone.
To raise money, instead of going directly to the retailer website, log into easyfundraising first or click
onto their app and select the retailer you want to shop with. You’ll then be taken to the retailer’s
website where you shop as you would normally. But because you visited easyfundraising first, Charter School Friends Association gets a donation. It really is that simple.
You will even be able to see how much you have raised for Charter School.

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the Bag2School collection. We made
£122.00 for the CSFA which will be used to enrich the children’s lives at Charter
School.
Thank you to the CSFA for organising the fantastic film night last week. Everyone
loved Hotel Transylvania 2.
CSFA Events for 2018/2019
Events for this academic year will include the following:
Friday 30th November—CSFA Christmas Bazaar
Tuesday 20th November—Year 5 Cake Sale
Tuesday 22nd January 2019—Year 4 & Lancaster Cake Sale
Tuesday 12th February 2019—Year 3 Cake Sale

THE CSFA NEEDS YOU !!
Are you interested in helping the Charter School Friends Association?
This year our numbers have fallen and we are asking for your help. We are unable to
arrange the big fun events that your children have enjoyed at Charter due to the low
numbers of helpers. If you are able to find a small amount of time to volunteer at
some of our events, are interested in finding out a little bit more about the CSFA
and what we do please contact the school office where they will be able to pass on
your details to us.

We welcome new members at any time, no matter how much time you can
donate.

Keep this page to pin on your noticeboard or stick to your fridge

ACADEMIC YEAR 2018/19
Term 2— (Monday 5th November 2018 —Friday 20th December 2018)
Monday 5th November—First Day Term 2
Tuesday 6th November—Whole school outdoor classroom day
Tuesday 6th November—EYFS Starting School Sept 19, Stay & Play
Tuesday 6th November—Year 4 Swimming starts
Wednesday 7th November— Maths Parent Workshop
Friday 9th November—Individual and Sibling School Photographs
Tuesday 13th November—Parent Consultation Evening
Tuesday 20th November—CSFA Year 5 Cake Sale
Thursday 22nd November—Year 5 & 6 ‘Awful Auntie’ Wyvern Theatre Trip
Friday 30th November—CSFA Christmas Bazaar
Wednesday 5th December—EYFS Starting School Sept 19, Stay & Play
Wednesday 12th December—KS1 Christmas Production
Thursday 13th December—School Christmas Dinner
Monday 17th December—Carol Service at St Andrews Church, Chippenham
Thursday 20th December—Last Day of Term 2
Friday 21st December—TD Day (school closed to pupils)

Term 3— (Tuesday 8th January 2019 —Friday 15th February 2019)
Monday 7th January—TD Day (school closed to pupils)
Tuesday 8th January—First Day of Term 3
Tuesday 22nd January —CSFA Year 4 & Lancaster Cake Sale
Monday 4th February—Year 6 Residential Trip
Tuesday 12th February —CSFA Year 3 Cake Sale

TD Dates for 2018/19
Friday 21st December 2018
Monday 7th January 2019
Friday 5th April 2019
Monday 3rd June 2019

