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 Article 13- You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others by talking, by drawing, by writing or in any 

other way unless it harms or offends other people. 

 Article 28- You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level you can. 

 Article 29- Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It should also help you to learn to live 

peacefully, protect the environment and respect other people. 

 Article 31- You have the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities. 

 

Year 1 

 
 Use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

Pupils can sing songs in unison then move on to 

simple rounds in two parts when songs are 

secure. Pupils can begin to add simple dynamics 

to their singing (get louder or quieter). 

KS1 Christmas show 

 

Whole school singing 

(weekly) 

Play untuned instruments musically Know the names of various un-tuned percussion 

instruments and how to hold and play them 

correctly Eg: claves, bells, triangles, maracas, 

Indian bells. 

 

Listen with concentration and understanding to 

a range of high-quality live and recorded music. 

Children can listen for increasingly longer 

periods of time. Can they recognise what 

instruments are playing?  

Short examples in ‘Music 

Express Year 1’ 

Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Provide opportunities for children to compose 

music Eg: combine instruments to make the 

sounds of different types of transport/support 

story telling activities Eg: Three Little Pigs 

Select appropriate instruments for particular 

sounds. 
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Year 2 

 

 Use their voices expressively and creatively by 

singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

Increase the complexity and diversity of songs 

learned. Can children innovate the lyrics to a 

well-known melody Eg: London’s Burning (History 

link)? Learn by heart a wide range of rhymes and 

chants. Children can sing simple rounds in two 

then three parts. Children know the terms: 

melody, lyrics, volume (loud and soft), pitch (high 

and low) 

KS1 Christmas show 

 

Weekly whole school 

singing 

 

Link to History topic 

‘Great Fire of London’ 

Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. Show how to play tuned instruments musically 

Eg: identifying whether notes are high or low or 

if notes step up note by note or as a jump up or , 

down. Children can hold a beater correctly and 

play a range of tuned percussion sensitively Eg: 

Individual chime bars, metallophone, hand 

chimes, xylophone and glockenspiel. 

Individual sets of chime 

bars/Hand chimes – kept 

in spare cupboard in 

Year 1 classroom 

Listen with concentration and understanding to 

a range of high-quality live and recorded music. 

Children can listen for increasingly longer 

periods of time. Can they recognise what 

instruments are playing? Children can give an 

opinion as to why an instrument has been chosen. 

‘Carnival of the Animals’ 

– Camille Saint Saens 

Link to History topic 

‘Fire of London’ 

Experiment with, create, select and combine 

sounds using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Provide regular opportunities for children to 

compose music Eg: combine instruments to make 

the sounds of animals and to support story 

telling activities Eg: Little Red Riding Hood. 

Select appropriate instruments for particular 

sounds. Begin to record in a pictorial way* 

‘Music Express Year 2’ is 

a good resource to dip 

into*  
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Year 3 

 

 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency 

control and expression. 

Pupils have opportunities to learn an instrument 

as a whole class Eg: Recorders or Ukuleles. When 

confident, perform in a creative arts or class 

assembly. Having learned two or three notes, 

children can move confidently from one note to 

another with control and accuracy. Notes are 

cleanly played. Timing is more accurate. 

Whole class set of 

recorders 

 

‘Red Hot Recorders’ 

tuition books (with CD) 

Improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Regular opportunities are provided for children 

to compose music. This can link directly to music 

lessons or support work in other subjects Eg: 

English. Select appropriate instruments (tuned 

and un-tuned) for particular sounds. Begin to 

record notation in Treble clef. 

 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing aural memory. 

Children should be able to discuss and copy a 

note or a short series of notes accurately after 

listening to it a few times. Children should be 

able to talk about pitch, dynamics and timbre. 

‘Music Express Year 3’ is 

worth dipping into for a 

range of short pieces to 

listen to. 

Use and understand staff and other musical 

notations. 

Children should recognise ‘staff’ (five lines and 

four spaces), know the notation related to the 

Treble clef (FACE/EGBDF) and the notation for 

a rest. Children should be able to see when the 

notes go up or down when written as notation. 

‘Red Hot Recorder’ 

introduces a lot of 

simple notation. 

Appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

Music from a range of genres by different 

composers should be listened to regularly. 

Children should be able to identify with 

‘The Planet Suite’ by 

Gustav Holst 
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from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians. 

confidence, what instruments are playing. 

Children should be given opportunities to respond 

to music and discuss their responses. 

Develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

Children should learn about one or two famous 

composers and be able to recognise some of 

their most memorable compositions Eg: ‘Mars’ 

from the ‘Planet Suite’ (Holst) or ‘Water Music’ 

or ‘Music for the Royal Fireworks’ (Handel). 

Gustav Holst (1874 – 

1935)  

 

George Frideric Handel 

(1685 – 1759) 

 

Year 4 

 
 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing 

musical instruments with increasing accuracy, 

fluency control and expression. 

Pupils have further opportunities to become 

skilled in playing an instrument as a whole class 

Eg: Recorders or Ukuleles. When confident, 

perform in a creative arts or class assembly. 

Having learned several notes, children can move 

confidently from one note to another with 

control and accuracy. Notes are cleanly played. 

Timing is even more accurate.  

Red Hot Recorders 

Improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Regular opportunities are provided for children 

to compose music. This can link directly to music 

lessons or support work in other subjects Eg: 

English. Select appropriate instruments (tuned 

and un-tuned) for particular sounds. Begin to 

record notation in Treble clef. 

 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing aural memory. 

Children should be able to discuss and copy a 

short series of notes accurately after listening 

to it a few times. Children should be able to talk 
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about pitch, dynamics and timbre. Details should 

be noticed such as when a solo instrument plays 

or the timing changes or there is a rest. 

Use and understand staff and other musical 

notations. 

Children should know the notation related to the 

Treble clef (FACE/EGBDF) and the notation for 

a rest. Children should be able to see when the 

notes go up or down when written as notation. 

Children should know that notes are written in 

different ways to represent how long the note 

is played for Eg: Minim or Crotchet  

 

Appreciate and understand a wide range og 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians. 

Music from a range of genres by different 

composers should be listened to regularly. 

Children should be able to identify, with 

confidence, what instruments are playing. 

Children should be given opportunities to 

respond to music and discuss their responses.  

Folk Music 

 

Classical music by 

Beethoven 

 

Musical Theatre by 

Andrew Lloyd-Webber 

Develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

Children should learn about one or two more 

famous composers and be able to recognise 

some of their most memorable compositions Eg: 

‘Pastoral Symphony’ (Beethoven) and ‘Cats’, 

‘Joseph’ or ‘Starlight Express’ (Lloyd-Webber) 

Ludwig van Beethoven 

(1770 – 1827) 

 

Andrew Lloyd Webber 

(1948 - ) 

 

Year 5 

 
 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

Children should be growing in confidence when 

playing and performing. Singing should be 

confident and self-assured. Posture and 

‘Red Hot Recorders’ 

 

‘Music Express Year 5’ -   
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instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency 

control and expression. 

breathing should be controlled and singing 

should be accurate. Two-part singing should be 

introduced and children should be able to sing 

one of two parts.  

Improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Children should know the notes that make up a 

basic chord and be able to sing or play the root 

(or base) note. They should then be able to use 

elements of a chord to improvise and compose 

their own music. Create own ‘Call and Response’ 

songs. 

 

Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing aural memory. 

Listen to different styles of music Eg: Jazz, 

Spirituals or Blues and know elements of the 

music such as minor keys, syncopation etc. 

Children should be able to identify further 

instruments playing in a piece of music. 

 

Use and understand staff and other musical 

notations. 

Continue to learn notation and be able to follow 

and play a short piece of music on the recorder 

– with no notes written underneath. Understand 

dotted notes, length of notes etc 

Learn what a ‘Concerto’ and a ‘Sonato’ are. 

 

Appreciate and understand a wide range og 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians. 

Children should listen to a range of different 

music by Mozart Eg: ‘Horn Concerto’ or ‘Eine 

Kleine Nachtmusik’ (know two or three of his 

most famous compositions). 

Children should be able to identify distinctive 

elements of music from the African tradition.  

 

Develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

Learn about ‘Jazz’ music and people who sing 

and play in this style Eg: Miles Davis, Ella 

Fitzgerald 
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Children can talk confidently about the 

distinctive elements of jazz. 

 

Year 6 

 
 Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, using their voices and playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency 

control and expression. 

Children should be growing in confidence when 

playing and performing. Singing should be very 

confident and self-assured. Posture and 

breathing should be controlled and singing should 

be increasingly accurate. Two-part singing should 

be introduced and children should be able to sing 

either of the two parts. Music plays a really 

important role in all school life and all children 

are actively engaged in making music regularly. 

 

Improvise and compose music for a range of 

purposes using the inter-related dimensions of 

music. 

Children should regularly have opportunities to 

improvise and compose music (clear creative links 

to other areas of the curriculum such as 

History). Children should confidently use ICT to 

record and evaluate their compositions.  

Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing aural memory. 

Children should use ICT to listen to a range of 

music (including their own compositions) and 

notice detail and make changes accordingly.  

Use and understand staff and other musical 

notations. 

Begin to record simple melodies using the 

correct notation in the Treble clef. Be sure that 

what they have written corresponds with the 

intention of their composition. Can children pair 

some notes (two or three notes of a chord)? 
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Appreciate and understand a wide range of 

high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great 

composers and musicians. 

Children should now have a knowledge of several 

key composers (Mozart, Handel, Holst, 

Beethoven) from earlier years. They should now 

be able to listen to a well-known piece of music 

and name the composer Eg: ‘Mars’ from the 

Planet Suite by Holst. Children should feel 

confident naming various genres of music such 

as: Jazz, Opera, Folk, Musical Theatre. Children 

should be confident in giving an opinion about 

their preferences and open-minded about any 

music they are exposed to. 

Develop an understanding of the history of 

music. 

Children should have a reasonable idea of a 

‘Musical Timeline’ – know approximately when and 

where some of the key composers were living and 

writing music Eg: Gustav Holst was writing in 

Britain in the late 19th century and Andrew Lloyd 

–Webber is still writing currently. 

 


