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 Article 8- You have the right to an identity – an official record of who you are. No one should take this away from you. 

 Article 13- You have the right to find out things and share what you think with others by talking, drawing, writing, or in any 

other way unless it harms or offends other people. 

 Article 17- You have the right to get information that is important to your well-being, from radio, newspaper, books, computers 

and other sources. Adults should make sure that the information you are getting is not harmful, and help you find and 

understand the information you need. 

 Article 28- You have the right to a good quality education. You should be encouraged to go to school to the highest level you can. 

 Article 29- Your education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It should also help you to learn to live 

peacefully, protect the environment, and respect other people. 

 Article 38- You have the right to protection and freedom from war. Children under 15 cannot be forced to go into the army or 

take part in war.  

 

Year 1 

 
Change and 

Development 

Changes within living memory. Where appropriate these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national life.  

Suggested topic: Changes in technology, introduction of computers, modern inventions or space travel development. 

Identify similarities and differences between 

ways of life in different periods. (within living 

memory) 

Identify independently a range of similarities, 

differences and changes within a specific time 

period. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Guidance KS1 

Develop awareness of the past.  Understand and use a wide range of time terms.   

Know some of the ways in which they find out 

about the past.  

Select information independently from several 

different types of source including written, 

visual and oral sources and artefacts to answer 

historical questions. 

Answer questions. 

 

Produce answers to a few historical enquiries 

using historical terminology. 

Cause and Significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 
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Effect Suggested topic: Brunel or King Alfred. 

Choose and use parts of stories to show that 

they know key features of events. 

Identify a few relevant causes and effects for 

some of the main events covered. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Guidance KS1 

Begin to know where people and events fit 

within a chronological framework.  

Sequence on an annotated timeline a number of 

objects or events related to particular themes, 

events, periods, societies and people.  

Understand some of the ways in which the past 

is represented. 

Select information from several different types 

of source including written, visual and oral 

sources and artefacts to answer historical 

questions. 

Ask questions. 

Use vocabulary of everyday Historical terms.  

Plan questions for Historical enquiry using 

historical terminology. 

 

Year 2 

 

Constructing 

the past 

Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. 

Suggested Topic: The great fire of London, First aeroplane flights. 

Know where events fit within a chronological 

framework. 

Give a valid explanation for their sequence of 

objects and events on timelines or narratives 

they have written. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Guidance KS1 

Develop awareness of the past, using common 

words and phrases relating to the passing of 

time. 

Use complex time terms, such as ‘BCE/AD’ and 

period labels and terms. 

 

Understand some of the ways in which they 

find out about the past.  

Critically evaluate the usefulness of sources and 

parts of sources to answers historical questions. 

Identify ways in which the past is 

represented.  

Critically evaluate the usefulness of sources and 

parts of sources to answers historical questions. 

Cause and The lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. Use 



                                                 Charter History Curriculum – September 2017                                     
  

 

 

Year 3 

 
Change and 

Development 

Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age. 

Suggested Topics: Changes in farming (Skara Brae), Changes in religion and travel (Stonehenge and Avebury), Changes 

in culture (Celts). 

Address and devise historically valid questions 

about change, similarity and difference.  

Explain why certain changes and developments 

were of particular significance within topics.  

Rising stars progression 

guidance Lower Key 

Stage 2. Develop chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British and local History.  

Sequence a number of the most significant 

events, objects, themes, societies, periods and 

people using some dates, period labels and terms. 

Address historically valid questions about 

cause. 

Comment on the importance of causes and 

effects for some of the key events and 

developments within topics. 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world.  

 Establish narratives within and across the Describe the main context of particular themes,  

Effect these to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

Suggested topic: Christopher Columbus/Neil Armstrong, Elizabeth 1st/Queen Victoria. 

Choose and use parts of stories and other 

sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of events. 

Comment on a few valid causes and effects 

relating to many of the events covered. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Guidance KS1 

Identify similarities and differences between 

ways of life in different periods. (beyond living 

memory) 

Describe independently and accurately 

similarities, differences and changes both within 

and across time periods and topics. 

Ask and answer questions. 

Use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical 

terms. 

Independently pose a series of valid questions 

for different enquiries and produce effective 

responses using appropriate vocabulary 

effectively.  
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periods they study. 

Begin to understand overview and depth. 

societies, people and events including some 

explanation. 

Explain overview and depth. 

Develop chronological knowledge of world 

history. 

 

Know that our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources. 

Recognise possible uses of a range of sources for 

answering historical enquiries. 

 

Year 4 

 
Historical 

enquiry 

The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a 

depth study. Suggested topic: Ancient Sumer or The Indus Valley 

Construct responses that involve selection and 

organisation.  

Develop use of historical terms. 

Devise independently significant historical 

enquiries to produce substantiated and focused 

responses. 

Rising Stars progression 

Guidance Lower Key 

Stage 2 

Develop chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of world history. 

Sequence accurately the key events, objects, 

themes, societies, periods and people within and 

across topics confidently using key dates, period 

labels and terms. 

Address historically valid questions about 

cause. 

Explain with confidence the significance of 

particular causes and effects for many of the 

key events and developments. 

Significance and 

interpretations 

The Roman Empire and its impact on Britain. 

Suggested Topic: Boudicca, Romanisation of Britain. 

Address historical questions about 

significance. 

The child can explain independently why a 

historical topic, event or person was distinctive 

or significant. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Guidance Lower Key 

Stage 2 

Know that our knowledge of the past is Explain historical situations, events, 
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constructed from a range of sources. developments and individuals from more than 

one viewpoint. 

Develop chronologically secure knowledge of 

British history. 

Sequence accurately the key events, objects, 

themes, societies, periods and people within and 

across topics confidently using key dates, period 

labels and terms. 

 

Year 5 

 
Cause and effect Britain’s settlement by Scots and Anglo-Saxons. 

Suggested Topic: Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne, Scots invasions from Ireland to north 

Britain (now Scotland) 

Address and devise historically valid questions 

about cause. 

Comment independently on the different types 

of causes and effects for most of the events 

covered, including longer and shorter term 

aspects. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Guidance Upper Key 

Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Understand overview and depth. Provide overviews of most significant features 

of different themes, individuals, societies and 

events covered. 

Develop chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British history.  

Sequence with independence the key events, 

objects, themes, societies and people using 

dates, period labels and terms. 

Interpretations  The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the confessor. 

Suggested Topic: Edward the Confessor, Alfred the Great. 

Understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources. 

Explain how and why it is possible to have 

different interpretations of the same event or 

Rising Stars progression 

Guidance Upper Key 
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person.  Stage 2 

Establish clear narratives within and across 

the periods studied.  

 

Provide overviews of most significant features 

of different themes, individuals, societies and 

events covered. 

Address historically valid questions about 

significance. 

Explain reasons why particular aspects of a 

historical event, development, society or person 

were of particular significance. 

 

Using sources as 

evidence 

Suggested Topic: A local history study. 

King Alfred  

Understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed using a range of sources. 

Explain how and why it is possible to have 

different interpretations of the same event or 

person. 

 

Develop chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of local history. 

Sequence with independence the key events, 

objects, themes, societies and people using 

dates, period labels and terms. 

 

Year 6 

 

 

Change and 

development 

Early Islamic civilization. Suggested Topic: Baghdad c.AD900 or Mayan civilization c.AD900 

Address and devise historically valid questions 

about change, similarity and difference. Note 

connections, contrasts and change over time. 

Compare independently how typical similarities, 

differences and changes were. 

Rising Stars progression 

Guidance Upper Key 

Stage 2 

Establish clear narratives within and across 

the periods studied. Note connections, 

contrasts and trends over time.  

Understand overview. 

Show a detailed awareness of the themes, 

events, societies and people covered across 

topics. 

 

Develop chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of world history. 

Explain independently the sequence of key 

events, objects, themes, societies and people 
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using dates, period labels and terms correctly. 

Historical 

enquiry 

A study of an aspect or theme in British History that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Suggested Topic: Battle of Britain, Changes in crime and punishment from the Anglo-Saxons to the present day, the 

gunpowder plot.WW1 or WW2.  

Construct informed responses that involve 

thoughtful selection and organisation.  

Develop appropriate use of historical terms. 

Plan and produce quality responses to a wide 

range of historical enquiries requiring the use of 

some complex sources and different forms of 

communication with detailed ideas on ways to 

develop or improve responses.  

Rising Stars progression 

Guidance Upper Key 

Stage 2 

Understand how our knowledge of the past is 

constructed from a range of sources. 

Evaluate independently a range of sources for 

historical enquiries considering factors such as 

purpose, audience, accuracy, reliability and how 

the source was compiled. 

Understand depth. Show a detailed awareness of the themes, 

events, societies and people covered across 

topics. 

Develop chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British history. 

Explain independently the sequence of key 

events, objects, themes, societies and people 

using dates, period labels and terms correctly. 

Address and devise historically valid questions 

about significance. 

Compare the significance of events, development 

and people across topics and time periods. 

 


