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 Article 17- The right to reliable information from a variety of sources. 

 Article 28-The right to a good quality education. Encouragement to go to school to the highest level. 

 Article 29- Education should help you use and develop your talents and abilities. It should also help you learn to live peacefully, 

protect the environment and respect other people. 

 

Year 1 

 
Topics Fieldwork – the geography of the school and 

grounds. 

Use aerial photos and 

devise a simple map 

and key of Chippenham. 

Name, locate and 

identify 

characteristics of the 

four countries and 

capital cities of the UK 

and its surrounding 

areas. 

Identify seasonal and 

daily weather patterns 

in the UK. 

Locational 

Knowledge 

Name and locate the world’s seven continents 

and five oceans. 

 

The children can know the relative locations of 

the continents and oceans to the equator and 

North and South Poles. 

 

Place Knowledge Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country. 

The child can make observations about, and 

describe the local area and its physical and 

human geography, and suggest how they are 

connected. 

The child can confidently describe the physical 

and human geography of a distant place.  

The child can confidently describe their locality 

and how it is different and similar to the distant 

place, and suggest why this may be so. 
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Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the 

North and South Poles. 

The child can talk confidently about how seasons 

change throughout the year and characteristic 

weather associated with those seasons. 

The child can describe the pattern of hot or cold 

areas of the world and relate these to the 

position of the Equator and the Poles. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. 

The child can recognise different natural 

environments and describe them using a range of 

key vocabulary. 

 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

Key human features, including: city, town, 

village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 

harbour and shop. 

The child can identify different human 

environments, such as the local area and 

contrasting settlements such as a village and a 

city. 

The child can describe their features and some 

activities that occur there using key vocabulary. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and oceans 

studied at this key stage. 

The child can use a world map, atlas or globe to 

locate the continents and oceans relative to the 

Equator and North and South Poles. 

The child can use a range of maps and satellite 

images to locate and identify the four countries 

and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding areas. 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, 

East and West) and locational and directional 

language [for example, near and far; left and 

right], to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map. 

The child can describe a journey on a map of the 

local area locating features and landmarks seen 

on the journey. 
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Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 

to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a key. 

The child can use aerial photos to identify a 

range of physical and human features of a 

locality. 

The child can draw a map with a key of places 

showing landmarks. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

The child can keep a weekly weather chart based 

on first-hand observations using picture symbols, 

and talk about this data and identify patterns. 

The child can accurately locate features of the 

school grounds on a base map. 

 

Year 2 

 
Topics Location of hot and cold areas in the world in 

relation to equator. 

The children can know the relative locations of 

the continents and oceans to the equator. 

Compare human and 

physical geography of a 

part of the UK with a 

non-EU country. 

Locational  

knowledge 

Name, locate and identify characteristics of 

the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 

 

 

The child can name, locate and identify 

characteristics of the four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding 

seas on a range of maps. 

The child can know the local area and its physical 

and human geography. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Framework, Geography 

Key Stage 1, P.1-3. 

 

Primary National 

Curriculum P.185 

Place Knowledge Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through studying the human and 

physical geography of a small area of the 

United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country. 

The child can make observations about, and 

describe the local area and its physical and 

human geography, and suggest how they are 

connected. 
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The child can confidently describe the physical 

and human geography of a distant place.  

The child can confidently describe their locality 

and how it is different and similar to the distant 

place, and suggest why this may be so. 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns 

in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 

and cold areas of the world in relation to the 

Equator and the North and South Poles. 

The child can talk confidently about how seasons 

change throughout the year and characteristic 

weather associated with those seasons. 

The child can describe the pattern of hot or cold 

areas of the world and relate these to the 

position of the Equator and the Poles. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

Key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 

coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, 

soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather. 

The child can recognise different natural 

environments and describe them using a range of 

key vocabulary. 

 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 

Key human features, including: city, town, 

village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 

harbour and shop. 

The child can identify different human 

environments, such as the local area and 

contrasting settlements such as a village and a 

city. 

The child can describe their features and some 

activities that occur there using key vocabulary. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify 

the United Kingdom and its countries, as well 

as the countries, continents and oceans 

studied at this key stage. 

The child can use a world map, atlas or globe to 

locate the continents and oceans relative to the 

Equator and North and South Poles. 

The child can use a range of maps and satellite 

images to locate and identify the four countries 

and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 

surrounding areas. 
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Use simple compass directions (North, South, 

East and West) and locational and directional 

language [for example, near and far; left and 

right], to describe the location of features and 

routes on a map. 

The child can describe a journey on a map of the 

local area locating features and landmarks seen 

on the journey. 

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 

to recognise landmarks and basic human and 

physical features; devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a key. 

The child can use aerial photos to identify a 

range of physical and human features of a 

locality. 

The child can draw a map with a key of places 

showing landmarks. 

Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to 

study the geography of their school and its 

grounds and the key human and physical 

features of its surrounding environment. 

The child can keep a weekly weather chart based 

on first-hand observations using picture symbols, 

and talk about this data and identify patterns. 

The child can accurately locate features of the 

school grounds on a base map. 

 

Year 3 

 
Topics The UK – Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers and land use patterns. Understand how 

some of these aspects have changed over time. 

Locational 

Knowledge 

Identify the position and significance of 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 

Hemisphere and the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn. 

The child can identify the position of the 

Equator, Northern Hemisphere and Southern 

Hemisphere and understand the significance of 

the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 

Antarctic Circles. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Framework, Geography 

Lower Key Stage 2, P.1-

3. 
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Place Knowledge Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Europe (including Russia) and North 

and South America, concentrating on their 

environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries and major cities. 

The child can offer explanations for the 

similarities and differences between some 

regions in Europe and North and South America. 

The child can describe and compare the physical 

and human characteristics of some regions in 

North or South America. 

The child can understand how the human and 

physical characteristics are connected for more 

than one region in Europe and North or South 

America. 

Primary National 

Curriculum P.186-187 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical Geography including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts. 

 

The child can understand the relationship 

between climate and vegetation. 

The child can describe several physical features 

and describe how they change. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Use maps, globes and digital/computer mapping 

to locate countries and describe features 

studied. 

The child can use different sources to locate 

many countries, cities, and key features in 

Europe or North and South America. 

The child can use a map to locate the states of 

the USA. 

 

Year 4 

 

Topics Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe including Russia, concentrating on environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities. Compare this to an area in South America. 

Locational 

knowledge 

Identify the position and significance of 

longitude, latitude and the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian, and time Zones. (Including day and 

night) 

The child can explain in detail the significance 

of longitude, latitude and the Prime/Greenwich 

Meridian, and time Zones. (Including day and 

night) and could draw them on a world map. 

Rising Stars Progression 

Framework, Geography 

Lower Key Stage 2, P.1-

3. 
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Human and 

physical 

Geography 

Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical Geography, including the water cycle. 

The child can explain and draw the water cycle 

in appropriate language. 

Primary National 

Curriculum P.186-187 

Describe and understand key aspects of 

human Geography, including economic activity, 

trade links, settlement and land use. 

The child can describe the distinctive 

characteristics of settlements with different 

functions and of different sizes, e.g. coastal 

towns. 

The child can describe how trade links/economic 

activity can affect settlement. 

Geographical 

skills and 

fieldwork 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

The child can use an atlas to locate many 

countries, cities, and key features in Europe or 

North and South America. 

The child can use a map to locate the states of 

the USA. 

The child can use an atlas to name and locate a 

range of cities and counties in the UK. 

Use the eight points of a compass, four and 

six-figure grid references, symbols and key 

(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 

to build their knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world. 

The child knows that six-figure grid references 

can help you find a place more accurately than 

four-figure grid references. 

The child can use the scale bar or 1km grid to 

estimate distance. 

The child can recognise patterns on maps and 

begin to explain what they show. 

 

Year 5 

 
Topics Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on North America concentrating on environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries and major cities. Compare this to a region in the Europe. 



                                               Charter Geography Curriculum – September 2017                                   
   

 

Locational 

knowledge 

Name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time. 

The child can locate and describe a range of 

contrasting physical environments in the UK, 

e.g. coastal, river, hill and mountain 

environments, and how they change. 

Locate, with accuracy, the UK’s major urban 

areas, knowing their distinct characteristics 

and how they have changed over time. 

The child can identify broad land-use patterns 

of the UK. 

 

Place Knowledge Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 

region within North America. 

The child can understand how and why their 

region and other regions have changed, and how 

the regions of the UK are distinctive. 

The child can understand the importance of a 

region in Europe and North America, its human 

and physical environment, and how they are 

connected. 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical Geography, including rivers. 

 

The child can explain how rivers are made, what 

happens below the surface and how they can 

impact on an area. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

The child can use atlases to identify the 

distinct characteristics of some regions of 

Europe or North America. 

The child can use globes and atlases to 

accurately locate places by their latitude and 

longitude. 

The child can use digital maps to research 

factual information about features. 
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Year 6 

 
Topics Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 

equator, northern and southern hemisphere, tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic circle, GMT time 

zones. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through 

a study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

UK, a region in a European country and a region in South 

America. 

Locational 

knowledge 

Name and locate counties and cities of the 

United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, 

key topographical features, including hills, 

mountains and coasts. 

The child can locate and describe a range of 

contrasting physical environments in the UK, e.g. 

coastal, river, hill and mountain environments, 

and how they change. 

Locate, with accuracy, the UK’s major urban 

areas, knowing their distinct characteristics and 

how they have changed over time. 

The child can identify broad land-use patterns 

of the UK. 

 

Place Knowledge Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 

region within South America. 

 

The child can understand how and why their 

region and other regions have changed, and how 

the regions of the UK are distinctive. 

The child can understand the importance of a 

region in Europe and South America, its human 

and physical environment, and how they are 

connected. 

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography, including: mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes. 

 

The child can understand the causes of hazards 

from physical environments and their 

management, such as avalanches in mountain 

regions. 

The child can describe and understand some key 

physical processes and the resulting landscape 

features. 



                                               Charter Geography Curriculum – September 2017                                   
   

 

The child can understand how fold mountain 

regions are formed. 

 Describe and understand human geography, 

including: distribution of natural resources 

including energy, food, minerals and water. 

 

The child can understand that our shopping 

choices have an effect on the lives of others. 

The child can explain how, and offer reasons 

why, the types of industry in the area have 

changed over time. 

The child can understand where our energy and 

natural resources come from, and the impacts of 

their use. 

The child can understand that no one type of 

energy production will provide all our energy 

needs. 

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied. 

 

The child can use atlases to identify the distinct 

characteristics of some regions of Europe or 

North and South America. 

The child can use globes and atlases to 

accurately locate places by their latitude and 

longitude. 

The child can use digital maps to research 

factual information about features. 

Use the eight points of a compass, six-figure 

grid references, symbols and key (including the 

use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 

knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 

wider world. 

 

The child can use six-figure grid references with 

ease and accuracy. 

The child can describe the shape of the land 

from contour patterns. 

The child can work confidently with a range of 

maps from large-scale street maps to 1:50,000 

maps. 

 


