
 

 

Dear Parents, 

As this is the first Foundation Stage newsletter we would like to take this opportunity to welcome you once again to Sunshine Class. It has 

been lovely to get to know your children and we are pleased to let you know that as a whole class, they are settling in wonderfully well to 

school life here at Charter.  

 
The early stages of the term are for the foundation stage team to get to know your child and for your child to get to know us. Therefore in 

order to do this we have begun some ‘getting to know you activities’. These have included circle time games, practicing routine by singing 

songs such as ‘Everybody line up’ and ‘We are in a circle.’ These songs are helping the children follow instructions and our lining up is 

becoming straighter and less wiggly.  

As you will already be aware, we are an Outdoor Learning school and try and go outside to learn come rain or shine! Please make sure your 

child has wellies and a coat in school even if rain looks unlikely as you will be surprised how many muddy puddles or areas a 4 year old can 

find!  

 
In the classroom, the children have access to different activities that encourage a range of skills. These include; social, communication, fine 

motor, imagination, creative, exploration and investigation. Observing the children take part in these activities give us a picture of how 

confident the children are in specific areas. It also shows what areas children need to develop, therefore helping us plan activities and 

opportunities for them to master these skills.  

 
Play opportunities will also be based around a theme or a particular book. We have been reading some books by Julia Donaldson and the 

children are really enjoying them. So far we have read ‘Sharing a Shell’ and are currently reading ‘Tiddler’. The under the sea theme is really 

encouraging the children’s curiosity. Keep an eye on the window for a learning theme overview that will be updated regularly to let you know 

what play opportunities are being provided. If you would like a copy, please come and see us and I shall send one home in your child’s reading 

folder. We have a class Blog that you can access through the school’s website. Please take a look regularly to see what your children have been 

up to each week and feel free to comment on the posts that are made.  

 

As the children are becoming are more settled, we have sent home reading books this week. These books will be full of pictures for your child 

to talk about and will help them retell the stories. Please look at them with your children at least 5 times during the week and we will change 

them when necessary. These early stages of reading are crucial for reading development. The more they can talk about a book, the more 

confident they become. A reading record will also go home with your child so please fill it in every time you read together. We endeavour to 

make sure your child is read with at least two times a week in school so we can celebrate their progress. As well as reading books, your child 

will also be given sounds books. The sounds that we learn in class will go up on the tree located outside the Sunshine Classroom door to the 

playground and you can then encourage your child to recognise these sounds at home.  

 
On the tables in the mornings there will be activities to support your child to draw certain things, write their name, form letters and numbers 

correctly. Please feel free to see what your child is up to in the morning when you drop them off and you are more than welcome to stay for a 

short while and either do an activity together or watch your child show off their ever increasing independence.  
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I would like to make your aware of our ‘Behaviour Chart’ we have in Sunshine class. We all start every day on the happy sun. The children are 

encouraged to not go on the sad cloud but aim to reach the Rainbow by being helpful, kind, caring and trying hard. Please encourage your 

child at home to aim for that rainbow and praise them for being on the Sunshine. We are also using Mr Potato Head to help is show good 

listening, super listening walking feet and kind words and hands in school. Everyone is working towards completing their own Mr Potato 

Head so please come in and see how your child is getting on with this.  

 
 

In addition to the fruit provided in the morning, please feel free to send your child with another snack for the afternoon as the children are 

now full time. This can be either vegetable or fruit pieces or yoghurt tubes. If you have any queries regarding this please come and see us.  

 
 

We would like to invite you to Family Friday’s. These are short morning sessions that will be held every fortnight. It will be a time for you to 

have a look through your child’s learning journey, carry out creative activities with your child and just get involved in school life. These 

sessions begin at 8:50 and finish at approximately 9:45. A notice will go up on the window/door in advance for you to sign up just so I have an 

idea of numbers before-hand. The first one will be held on Friday 29th September.  

. 

Learning Journeys are books that you will receive at the end of your child’s year in Sunshine Class. They are a document of all your child’s 

successes and milestones that they have reached. We record these successes in the form of pictures, quotes from your child and observations 

from adults. No one knows your child better than you so we welcome and encourage anything that you see your child do at home, on holiday 

or in the evening. These successes can be anything from riding a bike, sharing with a sibling, using a new word or even conquering a fear! 

Please record them on WOW slips that are included with this letter and we will stick them in your child’s learning journey when handed to us. 

Feel free to send photographs in to go with your comments. For those of you who would like to use email, you can email these pics and 

comments for us to print at school using the email address below.  

eyfs@charter.wilts.sch.uk 

 
The relationship between school and our families is key to your child’s education and wellbeing at school so please do not hesitate to come in 

and see us if you have any questions or queries no matter how big or small they may seem. We are looking forward to a fun-filled, action 

packed year ahead with you and your little ones.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Mrs Adams and Miss Humphries  
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