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Welcome:   Even though term 3 has been short, we have been very busy at Charter School.  All sorts of activities and 

learning (Article 28: right to education & Article 29: goals of education) have been taking place.  Please read through 

our newsletter to find out what has been happening this term. 

Staffing:  We are very sorry to say that Mrs Hughes is leaving us at the end of this term after 14 years at Charter in a 

variety of roles. We wish her all the very best for the future.  

CLASS BLOGS—Have you checked out your child’s class blog? Each class has a dedicated page which is updated 
every  week. It is a great way to see what we are learning about in class. We would love to see parents, grandpar-
ents, etc. making comments and sharing our learning with us.  This is now easier to access though our school app. 
Why not have a look? 

New Look Website and New School App— Our new look website has been launched and we have had a lot of 
positive feedback.  It is mobile responsive and easy to access from your mobile phones or tablets so why not take a 
little bit of time to have a look.  We have also launched our new School App, which you have received information 
about.  We hope this will keep you more up to date with events happening at Charter and send you out regular 
reminders.  Go to the App Store and download the app.  More information about this is attached to the end of the 
newsletter. 

Year 4  & Lancaster Class Swimming—Year 4, Storm class and Lancaster class will recommence their swimming 
lessons next term.  The first lesson will be Tuesday 20th February 2018, so don’t forget your swimming kits.   
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We have already achieved our Bronze Award and we are hoping to gain the Silver Award by the end of April. Lots 

of work is being done in school with regards to children’s rights.  We have a ‘Class Charter’ in every class and all of 

our assemblies reflect children’s rights. 

Our ambassadors will be working closely with Mrs Callaghan-Wright and the rest of the steering group over the 

next few months on different projects, which will include producing a leaflet for parents and visitors. 

We will also be updating the school website to enhance the rights. 

Have you noticed the rights articles on our school displays?  You will start to see more of the rights in letters that 

come home and in our newsletter.   

Why not ask your child what they know about the Rights Resecting School Award? 

We are happy to introduce our Rights Respecting 

Ambassadors: 

Milosz (York class), Martha (Hurricane class), Char-

lotte (Lightning class), Lola (Snowflakes class), Aeryn 

(Storm class), Matthew (Lancaster class), Kamran 

(Raindrops class), Evie (Sunshine class) and Jonti 

(Rainbow class). 

Our ambassadors have been taking part in our Rights 

Respecting club with Mrs Weston since September. 

Some of our Rights Respecting displays in school 



This term Rainbow Class took a trip to Chippenham library. We walked to 
the library and enjoyed a storybook workshop. We spent time looking at 
fiction and non-fiction books, using our voices to express different charac-
ters and joined in with rhymes and phrases! Mrs Weston was incredibly 
proud of how well Rainbow Class behaved in the library and we walked 
back to school full of smiles. 
 
Well done Rainbows! 

It feels like the Christmas holiday was only days ago but now we are heading towards 

Spring with brighter mornings and evenings! We have had a great time this term in Year 

2, we have really enjoyed our topic all about China! We wrote non-chronological re-

ports about the country, learned how to speak some Mandarin and ended our topic 

with some Chinese cooking, we even got to use chopsticks to eat with! There have been 

lots of ‘extras’ this term as well, we have visited Chippenham Li-

brary and had the opportunity to explore the different books. We 

have also been visited by Mrs Wileman who taught us circuits and 

Tai Chi during our PE lessons!  Miss Higby and Mrs Hawkins are 

impressed with our ever-growing confidence, independence and 

responsibility and we can’t wait to find out what we will be learn-

ing next term as we have now reached the halfway mark of the 

school year! We hope you all enjoy the half term break. 

Sunshine Class loved their trip to Chippenham Library. We 

listened to librarian Tracy read us funny stories. We 

then got the chance to look at books and share them 

with our friends. We can’t wait to go back again.  



We have been busy as ever in Hurricane class this term. In geography, we have been learning all 

about North America and have linked this to the rest of our subjects by going on a North American 

‘road trip’ from the comfort of our classroom.  

We started off by planning and designing items to take with us (using our knowledge of scientific 

properties). We met some Native Americans who taught us to look after the planet and shared some 

of their legends, and we enjoyed writing some legends to share with them too. We have also spent 

some time in Mexico, learning about their traditions including the Day of the Dead festival and writing 

stories based on this. Along the way, we found some traffic lights which had broken and are working 

on fixing them using the crumbles in computing. 

Following on from our class blog post earlier in the term, the children have 
created some really nice artwork based on the work by Andy 
Goldsworthy.  We went and collected all of the natural materials and then 
painted them the colour we wanted before creating a 
design to represent the Iron Man's eye. 

Our Dance Club took part in the Chippenham Sports Partnership Dance Festival on Tuesday 6th 

February. The children choreographed their own dance and put the whole thing together in five 

weeks. With some cheerful ‘50s style’ costumes, the children did an amazing job, dancing to ‘Rock 

around the Clock’. They were so confident and were fab-u-lous! 



This term, the children in York class have been learning the story of ‘Little 

Red Riding Hood’. We have made ‘WANTED’ posters, made ‘Wolf’ masks, 

created story maps and acted out the story. We have thought about what 

characters might say and are beginning to use speech bubbles. 

The children have also been learning how to use a digital camera and have 

taken photographs outdoors. 

Lightning has discovered new heights of vocabulary perfection. This term Lightning class has been work-
ing on story writing skills and we’ve discovered that we have amazing ideas and new ways of writing 
them.  

We really enjoyed discovering information about celebrations and festivals held all over Britain which cel-
ebrate the diversity of our country. The children researched Hogmanay, Chinese New Year, St Patrick’s 
Day and the Nottinghill Carnival. The group presentations were excellent and showed the vast amount of 
learning that’s taken place.  

Lightning class has taken the world of dance by storm this term as we learn to dance the Charleston. We 
have used some of the best Charleston dances off Strictly Come Dancing as our inspiration and are chore-
ographing our own Charleston dances. We have held dance-offs to show off what we have learned. We 
also loved the outdoor circuits session run by Mrs Wileman at the end of term. She really pushed us to 
the edge of our fitness.  

In Lancaster class we have been very lucky to have a special visitor 

in class.  Willow the puppy has been coming along to help us read.  

We enjoy seeing Willow and find stroking her relaxing and calming.  

This is our favourite part of the week. 



Here at Charter we have a strong emphasis on how to keep the children safe while using the internet.   Below is copy of a 
leaflet which gives ways to support your children to use the internet safely at home.   This can also be viewed through the 
following link. 

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-

Supporting Young People Online - Childnet   -  www.childnet.com 

The internet is always changing, and being able to keep up to date with your children's use of technology can be a 
challenge, especially if you feel that your children may have better technical skills than you do. However, children 
and young people still need support and guidance when it comes to managing their lives online and using the in-
ternet positively and safely.   Why not follow the link above and find some more additional support from Childnet 
International. 

 

Advice for Parents  for Children using Smartphones 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones 

Above is a link to a guide all about smartphones for children.  It gives you some good advice on what to think about if your 

child already has one or if they are about to get one. 

Smartphones are mobile phones with internet access. They are capable of a range of functions, includ-

ing social networking, listening to music, playing games, browsing the internet, checking emails, taking 

photos and videos and watching TV – along with the usual texting and calling!   Smartphones provide a 

variety of interesting activities and ways for young people to engage with their friends and families. 

However, it is important to be aware of what these devices can do and how you can talk with your child 

to help them to use this technology in safe and positive way. 

Article 17: Access to information 

from the media. 

Article 16: Right to privacy 

http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-online.pdf
http://www.childnet.com/ufiles/Supporting-young-people-online.pdf
http://www.childnet.com
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers/parents-guide-technology/smartphones


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE—Term 3 (Thurs 4th Jan to Fri 2 Feb 2018) 

We are providing termly updates of class attendance to encourage some positive competition between 

classes to achieve the highest overall attendance. 

Congratulations to :  

1st Place  -  Storm (97.7%) 

2nd Place  -  Rainbow (97.1%) 

3rd Place  -  Lightning (96.2%) 

Following closely behind is Raindrops (95%), Snowflakes (93.1%), Sunshine (91.6%) and Hurricane (91.4%) 

 

Let’s see if all classes can achieve 96% or more each from September. 

 

York and Lancaster classes will not be included in these updates due to the effect of pupil induction. 

Woody’s Den After School Club -  

Woody’s Den is available for after school childcare.  Please be aware that Charter School is not responsi-

ble for admissions to Woody’s Den.  If you are interested in this facility and would like further details 

please contact Woody’s Den directly on 01249 447578  or by Email:Woodysden@hotmail.co.uk  

Just another reminder about our PE newsletter.  If there are any Charter children who have any out of 
school sporting achievements you are welcome to email information to  admin@charter.wilts.sch.uk   
to include in the PE newsletter.  The PE newsletter will be issued every other term this year so infor-
mation forwarded to us will now be included in term 4. 

We are delighted to advise that with your, help so far this year, we have raised an amazing £380 for 

Charter Schools chosen charity “Young Minds”. 

PUPILS PUNCTUALITY — Term 3 (Thurs 4th Jan to Fri 2 Feb 2018) 

We have been monitoring the number of times children are arriving late at Charter School.  This term we 

have registered the following information: 

24 pupils have arrived after 9.10am on various occasions 

 9 pupils have arrived late on more than 2 occasions 

13 hours and 12 minutes  of learning have been missed  

Over 2 days of learning has been lost this term due to lateness 

These figures do not include pupils who have been at medical appointments or who are currently part of an induc-

tion period. 

Article 28: Every child has the right to an 

education. 
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We hold numerous events throughout the year to raise funds for the school.  These can take a lot of 

organising and hard work, and without your help they will not happen.   

THE CSFA NEEDS YOU !! 

Are you interested in helping the Charter School Friends Association? 

This year our numbers have fallen and we are asking for your help.  We are unable to 

arrange the big fun events that your children have been used at Charter to due to 

the low numbers of helpers.  If you are able to find a small amount of time to volun-

teer at some of our events, are interested in finding out a little bit more about the 

CSFA and what we do please contact the school office where they will be able to 

pass on your details to us. 

We welcome new members at any time, no matter how much time you can do-

www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

 

This is an easy and completely free way for you to raise funds for Charter School Friends Association 
by using your favourite retailers online. 

All you need to do is register with Easyfundraising and select Charter School as your nominated 
cause.  You can even download their app onto your smartphone.  

To raise money, instead of going directly to the retailer website, log into easyfundraising first or click 
onto their app and select the retailer you want to shop with. You’ll then be taken to the retailer’s 
website where you shop as you would normally. But because you visited easyfundraising first, Char-
ter School Friends Association gets a donation. It really is that simple. 

You will even be able to see how much you have raised for Charter School.  

CSFA Events for 2017/2018 

Events for this academic year will include the following. 

 

Wed 28th February—Year 3, Snowflakes class  & Charter Rose cake sale 

Fri 2nd March—Children’s Shopping Event for Mother’s Day 

Wed 21st March—Year 2, Raindrops class cake sale 

Wed 28th March– Family Bunny bingo 

TBC—Year 1, Rainbows class cake sale  

TBC—Recpt, Sunshine class cake sale 

 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/Register/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/


ACADEMIC YEAR 2017/18 
 

Term 4 — 19th February 2018 — 28th March 2018 

Monday 19th February 2018—First day of term 4 

Monday 19th February 2018—Start of Winter Olympics week 

Monday 19th February 2018—Year 3 & Lancaster class library visit 

Monday 19th February 2018—Year 4 start Forest School 

Tuesday 20th February 2018—Year 5 & 6 library visit 

Tuesday 20th February 2018—Year 4 & Lancaster class start swimming lessons 

Thursday 22nd February 2018—Girls football match at Stanley Park 

Friday 23rd February 2018—Parent workshop (Languages) 9.00-9.30am 

Friday 23rd February 2018—Netball festival at Hardenhuish 

Friday 23rd February 2018—Year 2 Multi Skills festival at Abbeyfield 

Wednesday 28th February 2018—Year 3, Snowflakes class & Charter Rose cake sale 

Thursday 1st March 2018—World Book Day, wear your PJ’s to school & bring a book to swap 

Thursday 1st March 2018—Year 2 Cricket festival at Chippenham sports dome 

Friday 2nd March 2018—CSFA Mother’s Day children’s shopping event 

Monday 5th March 2018—Start of Y6 Residential 

Friday 9th March 2018—KS1 Mother’s Day lunch 

Monday 12th March 2018—KS2 Mother’s Day lunch 

Tuesday 13th to Tuesday 20th March 2018—Scholastic book fair at Charter School 

Thursday 15th March 2018—Year 5 Taster day at Hardenhuish 

Saturday 17th March 2018—Netball and football tournaments at Sheldon School 

Tuesday 20th & Wednesday 21st March 2018—Parent Teacher Consultation 

Wednesday 21st March 2018—Year 2, Raindrops class cake sale 

Monday 26th March—Start of ‘Creative Arts’ week 

Wednesday 28th March 2018—Learn with your Charter child morning 9.15am-12noon 

Wednesday 28th March—CSFA Family Bunny Bingo & Mufti Day (Donation of an Easter Egg) 

Wednesday 28th March 2018—Last day of term 4 

Thursday 29th March 2018—TD day (school closed to pupils) 
 

Term 5 — Monday 16th April 2018 — Friday 25th May 2018 

Monday 16th April 2018—First day of term 5 

Monday 7th May 2018—Bank Holiday (School closed) 
 

TD Dates for 2017/18 
 

Thursday 29th March 2018 

Monday 4th June 2018 

Wednesday 25th July 2018 

Keep this page to pin on your noticeboard or stick to your fridge 


